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T  H  E 

INTRODUCTION. 

WHEN  any  thing  is  propofed  to 
the  public,  which  elfentially 
interefts  its  welfare,  they  have  an  un¬ 
doubted  right  to  demand,  not  only  the 
reafons  and  caufes  of  its  being  offered 
them,  but  the  grounds  upon  which  thole 
reafons  and  caufes  are  founded. 

With  refpect  to  the  New  Anti  vene¬ 
real  Vegetable  Remedy,  which  is  in  my 
foie  poffeflion,  and  which  I  now  pro- 
oofe  to  make  public,  I  think  myfelf  juft- 
y  liable  to  the  fame  demand,  and  fhall 
therefore  briefly  ftate  the  motives  which 
determined  me  to  introduce  this  méde¬ 
cine  into  England,  and  fliew  its  pecu¬ 
liar  properties  and  effeéts  ;  in  order  that 

every 
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every  perfon  may  judge  concerning  it 
without  partiality,  and  according  to  ra¬ 
tional  and  fundamental  principles. 

Although  undertakings  of  this  kind 
are  ever  liable  to  cenfure,  from  that  pre¬ 
judice  which  is  generally  conceived  a- 
gainft  novelty,  and  confequently  fubjecl 
to  the  imputation  of  Quackery  ;  I  can 
venture  to  affirm,  that  my  defign  is  weil 
founded,  and  that  the  remedy  which  I 
offer  is  confirmed  by  fuch  authentic  te- 
flimonies,  as  will  not  only  exempt  me 
from  cenfure,  but  remove  every  obftacle 
to  its  fuccefs. 

it  ' 

My  attachment  to  this  medicine  is 
not  the  refait  of  a  fuperficial  enquiry  ; 
nor  could  a  partial  examination  into  its 
merit  fufficiently  convince  me  of  its  be¬ 
ing  worthy  to  be  introduced  into  my  na¬ 
tive  country. 

To  demonftrate  the  propriety  of  my 
refolution,  I  could  cite  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  cures  which  are  not  inferted  in 

this 
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this  work,  and  exhibit  a  pompous  detail 
of  effeôs  of  which  I  was  an  eye-witnefs 
at  Paris  ;  but  as  my  fimple  afîêrtioa 
might  incur  iufpicion,  the  public  be¬ 
ing,  with  much  reafon,  guarded  againft 
declarations  void  of  pofitive  proof,  I  dial  l 
give  fuch  inconteftible  evidence,  as  muft 
amply  fatisfy  every  perfon  who  is  open 
to  rational  conviâion. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  Comtnijfion 
Royale  de  Medecine ,  or  Royal  Commit¬ 
tee  of  Phyficians  at  Paris,  will  neither 
adopt  nor  permit  the  publication  of  any 
remedy,  till  they  have  moft  minutely  ex¬ 
amined  its  effects,  and  analyfed  its  com- 
pofition.  Now  it  is  on  the  approbation 
of  this  refpedtable  body  of  cenfors,  that  I 
ground  my  aflurance  of  die  virtue  of  this 
medicine,  and  deem  myfelf  authorized 
to  claim  the  attention  of  the  public. 

;  '  *  *■  •  „  •  •  }  ip 

Many  years  labour  and  obfervation  at 
length  difcovered,  and  brought  to  perfec¬ 
tion  the  Antivenereal  Vegetable  Syrup, 
which  Monfieur  de  V elnos  has  admini- 
ftered  with  uncommon  fuccefs  in  the 

moft 
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fnoil  inveterate  degrees  of  the  venereal 
difeafe.  This  remedy  is  the  only  one, 
amongft  the  different  preparations  hi¬ 
therto  made  known,  whofe  vegetable 
quality  is  confirmed  and  authenticated. 
It  has  been  fubmitted  to  the  examina¬ 
tion  and  judgment  of  the  Royal  Com¬ 
mittee  of  phyficians  :  This  impartial  and 
learned  body,  which  readily  embraces 
every  propofal  that  may  contribute  to 
the  relief  and  prefervation  of  the  human 
fpecies,  appointed  feveral  celebrated  phy¬ 
ficians  particularly  to  obferve  the  man¬ 
ner  of  operation,  effedts,  and  fuccefs  of 
the  A  ntivenereal  Syrup.  Proof  was  re¬ 
peatedly  made  of  it  during  two  years, 
under  the  immediate  infpedtion  of  the 
commifiioners,  and  feveral  other  phyfi¬ 
cians  of  Paris  ;  its  fuccefs  was  fo  extra¬ 
ordinary,  efpecially  in  the  moft  defperate 
cafes,  that  in  confequence  of  the  report 
made  by  the  commifiioners,  confirming 
the  fame,  together  with  a  great  number 
of  certificates  of  cures  which  were  deem¬ 
ed  moft  furprizing,  there  was  delivered 
to  Monfieur  de  Velnos,  by  the  Royal 
Committee,  a  patent,  which  gratified 

him 
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him  to  the  height  of  his  wifhes,  as  it  at 
at  once  confirmed  the  efficacy  of  his 
Antivenereal  Syrup,  and  its  peculiar  ve¬ 
getable  quality,  in  fuch  ftrong  and  in- 
difputable  terms  as  to  fruftrate  all  the 
efforts  of  envy  or  prejudice. 

n  -* 

I  fhall  not  enter  into  a  long  recital  of 
the  names  of  thcfe  practitioners  who 
were  witneftes  of  its  effects  :  Ï  fhall 
therefore  only  quote  the  report  made  by 
Monf.  Petit,  firft  phyfician  to  his  ferene 
highnefs  the  duke  of  Orleans,  as  con¬ 
tained  in  his  letter  to  Monf.  Senac,  firft 
phyfician  to  the  king. 

“  In  confequence  of  eighteen  months 
“  minute  obfervaticn  made  by  me,  on 
“  the  effects  of  Monf.  de  Velnos’  re- 
“  medy,  I  am  well  affured,  that  this 
<c  medicine  deferves  to  be  recommended 
ct  on  your  part.  I  have  been  eye- 
cc  witnefs  to  patients  on  whom  phyfi- 
“  cians  had  tried,  in  different  courfes, 
C£  the  mo  ft  efficacious  mercurial  pre- 
“  parations  without  fuccefs,  who  have, 
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u  after  all,  been  radically  cured  by  this 
“  remedy. 

“  I  have  likewife  feen  fome  inftan- 
tc  ces,  where  the  venereal  caufe  has 
“  been  complicated,  of  perlons  radi- 
“  cally  cured,  after  having  fought  re- 
tc  lief  from  all  other  medicines  in  vain. 
“  This  is  the  teftimony  I  can  confident- 
“  ly  report  from  my  own  perfonal  obfer- 
tl  vation.” 

I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  no  perfon 
can  fufpedt  the  integrity  of  fo  celebrated, 
and,  in  every  degree,  fo  refpedtable  a 
character,  both  as  a  man  and  a  phyli- 
cian,  as  that  of  Monf.  Petit  ;  however, 
if  it  be  podible  for  prejudice  and  incre¬ 
dulity  to  arife  to  fuch  a  pitch,  furely 
the  evidence  of  the  Royal  Committee 
mull  be  deemed  inconteftable. 

The  Patent  is  expreffed  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  terms  : 
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“  UPON  the  examination  we  have 
“  made  into  the  composition  of  the 
“  Antivenereal  Vegetable  Remedy,  com- 
“  municated  to  us  by  the  Sieur  de  Vel- 
“  nos,  in  which  there  is  not  the  leajl 
“  particle  of  a  mercurial  preparation  * 
“  and  likewife  a  great  number  of  cer- 
“  tificates  of  perfons  of  the  profeffion, 
“  and  efpecially  thole  of  Monf.  Petit, 
“  firft  phyhcian  to  his  ferene  highnefs 
“  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  feveral 
“  others,  who  have  attended  the  treat- 
“  ment  of  a  great  number  of  perfons  of 
“  both  fexes  infeéfed  with  the  venereal 
“  difeafe,  attefting  the  cures  performed 
“  by  the  aforefaid  remedy. 

“WE,  in  conlideration  of  its  efficacy 
“  againft  all  degrees  of  the  venereal 
“  difeafe,  permit  the  faid  Sieur  de  Vel- 
tc  nos  to  compofe,  adminifter,  vend,  and 


*  A  quality  which  can,  with  truth  and  juftice,  be 
attributed  to  no  other  remedy  in  the  fame  difeafe. 
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u  difperfe  the  faid  remedy  in  Paris  and 
u  throughout  the  kingdom,  See.  Sc c. 

tl  Signed  SENA  Q>,  fir  ft  phyftcian 
‘c  to  the  king ,  and  counfellor  in 
“  ordinary  to  his  Mofi  Chriftian 
“  Majefty ,  in  his  councils  of  ft  ate 
44  as  well  as  in  his  privy  coun- 
44  cih." 


If,  after  fuch  authenticated  teftimo- 
niais  there  can  remain  a  doubt,  furely 
fcepticifm  muft  univerfaliy  prevail  a- 
mongft  mankind.*  Amongft  the  phy~ 
ficians  and  furgeons  who  have  attefted 
the  cures  fpecified  in  this  work,  and 
given  their  certificates  duly  authenti- 


*  By  virtye  of  the  very  conftitution  of  the  Royal 
Committee  of  Phyfic,  eftabliffied  in  Paris,  it  is  im- 
poffible  that  any  fpurious  medicine  can  be  impofed 
on  the  public  ;  as  patents  or  licences  are  not  there 
granted  on  the  mere  prefentation  of  a  noftrum,  or 
from  any  interefted  motive  ;  but  in  confequence 
of  the  niceft  ferutiny  into  the  compofition  and  effects 
of  the  medicine  propofed  for  examination,  and  the 
flrongeft  proofs  of  its  efficacy. 
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cated  by  two  notaries  public,  and  llg ti¬ 
ed  by  his  Britannic  Majefty’s  ambaffa- 
dor,  of  which  I  can  produce  the  origi¬ 
nals,  we  may  name  M.  Bercher,  fenior 
of  the  college  of  phyficians  ;  Lepy,  Pe¬ 
tit,  firft  phyfician  to  hisferene  highnefs 
the  duke  of  Orleans  ;  Dubourg,  An¬ 
thony  Petit,  Paris,  Gautier  Que- 
RENETjprofeffors of  phylic;  Poisonier, 
D  esperieres,  phyficians  in  ordinary  to 
the  king  ;  Ninin,  firft  phyfician  to  the 
prince  of  Clermont  ;  Faure  de  Beau- 
fort,  phyfician  in  ordinary  to  the  king; 
Moreau,  principal  furgeon  of  the  Hotel 
Dieu  in  Paris  ;  Bourgeois,  Gassing, 
eminent  furgeons  at  Paris,  &c.  &c. 

I  prefume  that  the  unanimous  decla¬ 
ration  of  fo  many  perfons  of  eminence, 
concerning  the  efficacy  of  M.  de  Velnos’ 
remedy,  is  more  than  fufficient  to  j  ullify 
my  resolution  of  introducing  it  into  Eng¬ 
land.  It  is  with  the  utmoll  affurance 
of  its  virtue  that  I  now  propofe  it  to  the 
public  ;  fully  convinced,  that  it  deferves 
their  attention  and  encouragement,  efpe- 

cially 
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cially  with  refpeét  to  its  vegetable  qua¬ 
lity  ;  for  it  is  too  well  known,  that  mer¬ 
curials,  though  of  fervice  in  many  cafes, 
are  rarely  adminiftered  without  injuring 
the  conftitution,  either  through  want  of 
prudence  in  the  patient,  Ikill  in  the  prac¬ 
titioner,  or  care  and  experience  in  the 
preparation  of  the  medicine. 

The  fuperior  efficacy  of  the  Antive- 
nereal  Vegetable  Syrup  can  only  be  prov¬ 
ed  by  trial,  on  which  I  rely  for  public 
demonftration  of  its  falutary  qualities.  I 
flatter  myfelf,  that  this  remedy  will  am¬ 
ply  compenfate  the  pains  I  have  taken  to 
convince  myfelf  of  its  power,  as  well  as 
juftify  my  refolution  of  uflng  it  in  prac¬ 
tice. 

< 

With  refped  to  the  faculty,  to  whom 
I  owe  all  due  deference,  they  are  at  full 
liberty  to  examine  into  the  validity  of 
what  I  have  advanced  ;  and  the  identity 
of  the  remedy,  I  prefume,  will  be  proved 
by  its  efficacy,  which  will  be  encouraged 
by  the  public,  I  doubt  not,  in  propor¬ 
tion 
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tion  as  it  is  known.  The  certificates 
fliall  be  open  for  revifal,  and  efpecially 
for  the  fatisfa&ion  of  thofe  whofe  more 
immediate  concern  it  may  be  to  examine 
into  the  reality  of  the  facts  thereby  at- 
tefted.*  In  fhort,  I  publicly  invite  all 
perfons  whatfoever  to  enquire  int  the 
truth  of  thefe  my  affertions  ;  nor  will  I 
fpare  any  pains  to  give  them  full  fatis- 
faition,  as  well  as  to  merit  the  efteem 
of  the  generous  and  worthy,  which  is  the 
greateft  recompenfe  well-difpofed  minds 
can  deferve  or  defire. 

*  To  remove  every  ground  of  doubt  and  fufpi- 
cion  refpeéting  the  identity  of  the  medicine  here 
publilhed,  with  that  of  the  Sieur  de  Velnos,  which 
has  been  adminiftered  with  univerfal  fuccefs  in 

France,  I  am  ready  to  produce,  under  the  hands  of 
that  gentleman,  fuch  teftimonials  as  cannot  be  dif- 
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DISSERTATION 

i 

ON  A 


New  Antivenereal  Vegetable  Remedy. 

/ 

rjpHERE  is  no  opinion  fo  falfe  and  deftitute  of 
I  probability,  but,  if  once  adopted,  may  thro’ 

Æ  the  force  of  cuftom  or  prejudice,  pafs  as  an 
eflablilhed  maxim .  N othing  has  fo  much  obftruft- 
ed  the  progrefs  of  the  fciences,  as  the  blind  and 
implicit  deference  which  has  been  paid  to  the 
decifive  opinions  of  the  antients.  Under  the 
fanftion  of  thefe  authorities  the  moll  dangerous 
conjeftures  have  taken  root,  and  fupplanted  the 
moll  confirmed  and  bell  grounded  principles, 
Phylic  itfelf,  confidered  as  an  art,  will  become 
ufeful  or  pernicious  to  mankind,  in  proportion 
to  the  fkill  of  thofe  who  undertake  to  adminifter 
it,  nor  can  it  be  exempted  from  the  prevalence  of 
falfe  notions,  or  influence  of  ill  grounded  maxims. 
It  has  frequently  been  obferved,  that  thofe  cafes 
which  Ihould  have  been  guided  by  the  light  of 
experience  alone,  have  been  mifcondufled  thro’ 
the  interpofition  of  obftinacy  and  prejudice. 
Uponwhat  grounds  have  they  attributed  to  the 
healing  art,  almoft  as  many  fpecifics  as  there 

B  are 
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are  ülfeafes  to  encounter  ?  It  is  becaufe  men 
of  abilities  have  not  laboured  to  purge  that  fa¬ 
in  tar  v  fcience  of  the  prejudices  with  which  it  is 
incumbered.  Thanks  to  their  endeavours,  the 
number  of  thefe  myftcrions  remedies  has  dimi- 
nifhed  ;  and  it  reafonings  founded  on  experience 
have  power  to  convince,  mercury  itfelf  can  no 
longer  be  deemed  as  fpecific,  or  the  only  remedy 
in  venereal  cafes — -If  there  be  prejudices  indiffe¬ 
rent  in  their  own  nature,  1  or  even  beneficial  to 
man,  it, is  not  thefe  errors  which  endanger  his 
health  and  his  life.  Let  us  endeavour  to  ex¬ 
plain  thole  which  derive  their  fource  from  the 
application  of  mercury  in  the  cure  of  venereal 
disorders,  fubmitting  it  to  the  teft  of  a  fuccinci 
and  impartial  examination. 

Scarce  had  the  venereal  difeafe  been  known  In 
Europe,  when  a  lucky  incident  proved  the  an¬ 
ti  venereal  virtue  of  mercury.  It  was  readily 
embraced,  though  it  was  rather  fufpe&ed  than 
acknowledged  as  a  remedy  for  a  difeafe,  which 
the  public,  at  that  time,  confidered  as  a  fcourge 
Cent  from  heaven,  or  as  a  plague  beyond  the 
power  of  removal.  While  the  fuccels  did  not 
anfwer  the  expectation,  the  very  remedy,  which 
for  a  time  brought  relief  to  the  afflkded,  foon 
after  threw  them  into  the  utmoft  confternation. 

Mercury,  that  can  never  be  ufed  without  dan¬ 
ger,  produced,  in  the  hands  of  inexperienced  per¬ 
lons,  more  fhocking  efleâs  than  thofe  it  wTas 
intended  to  remove  ;  infomuch,  that  a  great 
number  of  unfortunate  v  id  inis  to  a  new  difeafe, 
expiring  under  the  complicated  rage  of  the  re- 
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medy  and  the  difeafe,  and  a  fmall  number,  drag¬ 
ing  out  a  langnifhing  Mfe  ;  the  hopes  both  of 
phyficians  and  per  fobs  infected  now  -vaniihed* 
and  the  life  of  mercury  was  difcontmned. 

j 

Many  practitioners,  much  eftéemed  for  their 
fkill,  decried  it  as  a  fobtil  poifon,  and  repre¬ 
fen  ted  thole  who  dared  to  ufe  it,  to  the  public, 
as  the  enemies  of  mankind.  When  the  difcre- 
dit  of  mercury  became  thus  general,  other  me¬ 
thods  were  introduced,  which  had  been  little 
praftifed  till  that  time  ;  but  their  want  of  effi¬ 
cacy  being  foon  acknowledged,  the  ufe  of  mer¬ 
cury  was  eftahiifhed  on  its  former  footing;  they 
ufed  it  with  more  precaution  and  with  more  fuc- 
cefs,  for  by  diminifhing  the  dofes,  they  leffened 
the  hazard  of  its  application,  and  abated  the  vi¬ 
olence  of  its  effefts  on  the  difeafed;  fothat,  in  all 
probability  ,  a  greater  number  perifhed  through 
the  diftemper  than  the  manner  of  treating  it.  At 
length,  by  degrees,  the  public  became  habitu¬ 
ated  to  the  ufe  of  this  mineral;  and,  inftead  of  a 
general  averfion  to  it,  implicitly  relied  on  its 
effefts. 

Nothing  is  fo  difficult  as  to  obferve  a  due  me¬ 
dium  in  points  of  opinion,  hence  they  fell  into 
a  fécond  error  in  cafting  off  the  firfk*  The  ufe 
of  mercury  had  been  deemed  not  only  ineffectu¬ 
al  but  deftruétive  ;  the  ftudy  and  labour  of  fe- 
veral  years  having  thrown  no  new  light  on  this 
fubjeft,  they  returned  to  the  fame  mineral,  and 
a  bigotted  attachment  to  it,  caufed  them  in  a 
ffiort  time  to  regard  it,  not  only  as  an  excellent 
remedy  againft  the  venereal  difeafe,but  as  the  only 
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One  capable  of  curing  it  radically,  or  in  other 
terms,  as  an  abfolute  and  exclnfive  fpecific. 

Time  and  obfervation  undeceived  the  faculty, 
but  this  error  ftill  remained  with  the  public;  and 
it  will  be  of  the  more  importance  to  refute  it, 
becaufe  it  tends  to  damp  the  emulation  of  artifts, 
and  to  ffifie  in  their  birth,  the  moft  ufeful  difco- 
yeries. 

An  opinion  upon  which  depends  the  life  and 
health  of  an  infinite  number  of  the  members  of 
fociety,  ought  not  to  be  received,  but  upon  the 
cleareft  demonfiration  of  its  validity,  and  if  that 
is  in  the  leaft  degree  defective,  every  one  is  juf- 
ti  fiable  not  only  in  doubting,  but  abfolutely  re¬ 
nouncing  it. 

Now  fuch  is  the  too  favourable  opinion  of 
v  nretended  abfolute  or  exclnfive  efficacy  of 
mercury,  which,  far  from  having  that  combina- 
tier  c i  proofs  to  eftablifli  it,  is  not  fupported 
bar  by  one  iaiftance  of  experience,  where  the 
ycod  an  J- bad  effects  counterbalance,  and  by  the 
rowcuen ce  of  ciiftom,  through  which  the  pub¬ 
lic  have  been  infenfibly  led  to  ufe  no  antidotes 
againft  this  terrible  hife&ion,  but  mercurial  pre¬ 
parations  . 

But  let  us  examine, 

Firft,  Whether  this  mineral  is  the  only  in  na¬ 
ture,  capable  of  eradicating  the  venereal  virus  ? 
Whether  the  enquiries  have  been  fufficiently  nu¬ 
merous  and  various,  as  to  conclude  definitively 
from  them,  in  favour  of  the  exclnfive  antivene- 
real  virtue  of  the  fame  ? 

Secondly,  Whether  it  has  been  generally  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  phyficians  (the  only  judges  in 
*  thefe 
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tbefe  matters)  as  an  abfolute  fpecific  in  all  liages 
of  the  venereal  difeafe  ? 

Thirdly,  Has  it  proved  fo  in  effeft  ? 

L  At  the  firfi:  rife  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  the 
faculty,  as  much  alarmed  at  its  novelty  as  at  its 
malignity,  attempted  to  encounter  it  with  ge¬ 
neral  remedies,  fach  as  they  ufed  again!!  thofe 
of  an  epidemic,  or  contagious  nature.  This 
method  of  proceeding  was  wholly  ineffectual. 
A  fhort  time  after,  the  fource  of  the  diforder 
being  more  known,  facilitated  the  acquifltion  of 
a  remedy  deemed  more  efficacious. 

The  Spaniard,  who,  as  is  generally  believed, 
brought  this  diftemper  into  Europe,  like  wife 
brought  over  the  guiacum.  It  was  ufed  forne 
time  with  tolerable  fuccels,  but  the  China  root, 
imported  from  the  Indies  by  the  Chinefe  mer¬ 
chants,  in  fome  degree  leffened  its  credit.  The 
eftimation  of  this  new  remedy  being  of  no  long 
continuance,  the  guiacum  was  reftored,  and  ob¬ 
tained  greater  vogue  than  before. 

The  Sarfaparilla  and  the  Saffafras  imported 
from  America,  tended  to  enhance  the  eftimation 
of  this  lalutiferous  wood  ;  the  charms  of  novel¬ 
ty  not  being  able  to  refill  the  evidence  of  trial 
and  experience. 

Thefe  different  drugs  had  been  imported  by 
merchants  or  travellers,  who  refpeftively  pro¬ 
nounced  them  furprizing  remedies.  The  facul¬ 
ty  made  experiments  of  them,  and  the  confe¬ 
rence  was,  a  total  rejection  of  thefe  new  re¬ 
medies. 

Several  other  woods  likewife,  imported  from 
the  Indies  were  greatly  boafted  for  their  qualities; 

but 
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but  upon  'trial,  were  no  fooner  known,  than 
eonfigned  to  the.  fame  oblivion  with  the  former. 

Fernel,  a  fkilful  phyfkian  of  Paris,  was  the 
firft  that  1er  ion  fly  applied  himfelf  to  the  difco- 
Very  of  a  genuine  fpeei-fie  ;  we  (halt  have  occa- 
fion  to  fpea-k'  of  him  hereafter. 

Julian  Palmier,  his  pupil,  aflifted  in  fome 
meafure,  the  inveftigation  of  his  mafter.  Guil¬ 
laume  Rondelet,  profeffor  and  chancellor  of  the 
faculty  in  Montpellier,  tried,  as  a  remedy  a  gain  ft 
this  diiorder,  the  fyrap  de  St.  Ambroife,  which 
he  made  of  the  hirft  and  young  branches  of  the 
fig  tree,  a  remedy  already  known  and  ufed  in 
pliylic,  under  the  title  of  fudorific.  Nicholas 
Chefnan,  added  to  the  foregoing  preparation,  figs 
and  r  ai  fins. 

Augier  Ferrier,  and  fome  phyficians  after 
him,  propofed  divers  remedies,  of  which  they 
made  experiments  with  great  fatigue  and  trouble. 
Rich  as  the  root  of  gentian,  afarabacca,  alecam- 
pane,  oris  and  fept.  foil.  A  long  time  afterwards, 
the  anti  venereal  quality  of  camphor  and  anti¬ 
mony  was  difcovered.  They  thought  to  find  the 
firft  a  powerful  check  on  the  mercury,  which, while 
it  reduced  its  falivatory  efifefts,  on  the  one  fide, 
might  affift  its  power  and  energy  on  the  other, 
againft  the  venereal  virus.  The  fécond,  ap¬ 
proved  as  a  genuine  antivenereal,  upon  what 
grounds  is  not  at  prefent  material,  has  maintain¬ 
ed  its  credit  much  longer.  They  ftill  ufe  it, 
mixed  with  fudorific  decoffions  (in  thefe  cafes  un¬ 
happily  too  frequent)  where  the  difeafe  eluding 
the  operation  of  mercury,  occalions  the  phyfl- 
cian  to  have  recourfe  to  more  efficacious  reme¬ 
dies. 
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dïes7  and  thereby  greatly  difh  ear  tens  the  patient. 
If  the  refearches  into  the  vegetable  œconomy 
have  not  been  various  and  exteniive  ;  if  they  have 
not  concurred  to  per  left  a  method  of  treating  the 
venereal  difeafe^  which  was  their  grand  and 
ultimate  objeff 5  ftill  they  ought  not  to  be  looked 
upon  with  an  eye  of  indifference. 

It  is  a  misfortune,  if  fuch  refearches  Should 
have  given  rife  to  an  unjuft  and  prejudiced  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  infufficieney  of  vegetable  remedies 
In  venereal  complaints  ;  a  prejudice  too  preva¬ 
lent  in  our  days  ;  and  how  deftrublive  has  it 
proved  to  mankind! 

Becauie  fome  (light  attempts  in  the  vegetable 
fyftem  have  not  been  attended  with  all  the 
fuecefs  with  which  the  adventurers  flattered 
themfelves,  they  defpaired  of  that  which  might 
probably  be  expelled  from  a tho rough  difq uifition, 
loft  fight  of  this  object,  and  fought  their  reme¬ 
dy  from  the  mineral  fyftem  alone.  From  that 
time,  their  labour  and  ftudy  concentered  in  this 
peculiar  fyftem,  and  amongft  the  almoft  infinite 
variety  of  branches  that  it  includes,  their  view 
has  been  particularly  direfted  towards  mercury. 

There  is  not,  I  venture  to  affirm,  a  body  in 
the  whole  compafs  of  nature,  that  has  undergone 
fo  many  chymical  operations;  it  has  been  fab- 
«fitted  to  every  form  and  method  of  trial,  that 
could  poffibly  vindicate  any  of  its  qualities  and 
effects.  Does  it  appear  credible,  that  after  im~ 
menfe  labour,  for  near  three  centuries,  on  this 
metallic  body,  a  preparation  ffiould  be  trumped 
up  in  thefe  latter  days,  uniting,  as  it  pretended, 
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all  the  advantages  of  the  others,  exempted  from 
their  dangerous  effeifs  ;  not  requiring  thofe  ge¬ 
neral  precautions  fo  neceffary  in  diforders  of  eve¬ 
ry  kind  ;  in  fhort,  endowed  with  that  extraor¬ 
dinary,  or  rather  marvellous  fpecific  virtue,  which 
the  papers  attribute  to  Keyfer’s  antivenereal  pills. 

Without  giving  a  tirefome  detail  of  all  the 
mercurial  preparations,  let  it  fuffice  to  mention 
that  the  mercury  has  been  employed  in  various 
forms  and  various  ways. 

Firft.  From  the  foregoing  expofition  of  this 
whole  matter  it  plainly  refults  that  they  have 
fcarce  made  proof  or  experiment  of  the  power  of 
vegetables  againft  the  venereal  difeafe. 

Second.  In  their  experiments  the  animal  fyftem 
has  been  entirely  excluded. 

Third.  In  the  mineral  fyftem  they  have  al- 
moft  intirely  confined  themfelves  to  mercury. 
Let  who  will  decide  whether  the  refearchers  into  a 
fpecific  for  the  venereal  difeafe  have  been  fuffici- 
ently  numerous  and  various,  as  from  thence  with 
due  fanftion  to  attribute  to  mercury  this  exclu- 
five  power  of  curing  :  if  the  cafe  be  otherwife,  why 
is  the  pretended  absolute  virtue  of  this  mineral 
fo  mightily  cried  up  ?  Before  we  can  give  credit 
to  fo  extraordinary  an  aflertion,  we  muft  be  ful¬ 
ly  convinced,  by  the  niceft  experiments  on  all  the 
produirions  of  nature  that  are  capable  of  being 
ufed  in  the  materia  medica,  or,  as  a  fubjeü:  of  the 
medical  art. 

Fourth .  Has  mercury  been  generally  acknow¬ 
ledged  a  fpecific  in  all  venereal  cafes  ?  This  quefti- 
on  would  require  an  ample  difcuffion  :  it  would 
require  a  diffufe  account  of  the  opinions  of  diffe¬ 
rent 
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rent  phylicians  who  have  treated  on  the  mbJecL 
As  the  narrow  compafs  of  this  diflertation  will 
not  admit  of  elaborate  difquifltions,  I  fhall  con¬ 
fine  myfelf  to  the  fentiments  of  three  moft  emi¬ 
nent  phylicians,  Boerhaave,  Sydenham,  and  Fer- 
nel;  this  will  be  fufficient  for  thofe  of  my  readers 
who  are  determined  by  the  weight  and  not  by  the 
number  of  fufifrages. 

Boerhaave,  fo  far  from  deeming  mercury  a  fpe- 
cific  for  the  venereal  difeafe,  does  not  think  it  a 
proper  remedy  in  all  degrees  of  the  fame  ;  or  ra¬ 
ther  in  the  diftemper  generally  confidered.  If  he 
grants  that  mercury  is  a  very  powerful  opponent 
to  the  virus  which  fpreads  itfelf  through  the  larger 
or  that  is  fituated  in  thofe  parts  that  are 
eafily  pervaded,  he  affirms,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  he  has  always  found  it  inefficacious,  when 
it  lodges  in  the  fmaller  veflels,  where  the  circu¬ 
lation  is  flow,  and  confequently  the  mercury  can 
make  but  little  way,  if  any  at  all  :  Befides,  in  this 
cafe  it  can  maintain  but  a  very  weak  operation^ 
by  no  means  capable  of  attenuating  or  throwing 
out  the  humour  that  is  rendered  thick  by  the  vi¬ 
rus,  which  is  ftrongly  lodged,  and  ready  to  fpread 
itfelf  throughout  the  whole  niafs  of  blood,  and  to 
produce  fuch  relapfes  as  frequently  deceive  the 
forefight  of  the  phyfician,  and  the  gronndlefs 
fecurky  of  the  patient.  The  terms  of  Boerhaave 
are  as  follows. 

“  Mercury,  put  upon  operation,  by  means  of 
u  the  vital  motion  alone,  cures  this  difeafe  (the 
“  venereal)  expelling,  by  its  motion,  the  vene- 
“  real  virus.  For  this  very  reafon  it  is  ineffe&u- 
46  al,  when  the  virus  is  feated  in  thofe  parts  which 
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u  are  almoft  out  of  the  reach  of  the  action  of  the 
heart  and  the  arteries.  As  to  gonorhæas  (fays 
44  the  fame  author)  which  are  lodged  in  the  re- 
44  tk'olar  texture  of  the  yard,  where  the  circula- 
64  lion  of  the  humour  is  fcarcely  perceptible;  mer- 
44  cur  y  never  effefts  a  cured’  Now  this  is  a  very 
ftrong  authority  againft  the  general  efficacy  of 
mercury,  when  applied  in  venereal  cafes.  Boer- 
Mave  confines  its  efficacy  to  the  virus  lodged  in 
the  larger  veffels,  where  the  blood  and  humours 
have  fufficient  motion  to  carry  the  mercurial  par¬ 
ticles  through  the  infected  parts,  with  fuch  force  as 
is  capable  of  dividing,  attenuating,  and  at  length 
expelling  them  by  the  means  of  falivation. 

Boerhaave,  having  thus  plainly  acknowledged 
the  infufficiency  of  mercury,  does  not  turn  his 
thoughts  to  the  fubjeft  of  preparing  this  metallic 
fubftance,  which  may  be  varied  ad  infinitum .  It 
does  not  appear  to  him,  but  that  the  vegetable 
fyftem  is  endowed  with  qualities  fufficiently  fub- 
til  and  aftive  to  reach  the  virus  in  its  moil  inac- 
ceffible  feat,  and  to  eradicate  it. 

He  has  been  happy,  as  he  informs  us  himfelf, 
in  prefcribing  a  method,  by  the  affiftance  of  ve¬ 
getables  alone,  and  without  the  leaft  grain  of 
mercury,  of  curing  patients,  given  over  by  the 
faculty,  after  they  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
afford  them  relief,  bv  all  the  modes  in  the  mer- 
curial  way  ,  that  could  be  devifed  or  practiced. 

We  may  then  conclude  from  Boerhaave, 

Firft.  That  mercury  is  not  an  abfolute  fpecb 
fie  for  the  venereal  difeafe,  becaufe  it  is  ineffica¬ 
cious,  when  the  virus  has  gained  ground,  and  is 
fixed  in  the  fmaller  veffels. 
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Secondly.  That  it  muft  confequently  Be  in- 
effectual  in  the  major  part  of  confirmed  poxes, 
in  which  the  virus  has  penetrated  the  moft  minute 
and  inacceffible  parts  of  the  human  body. 

Thirdly.  That  vegetables  are  endowed  with 
a  power  of  reaching  the  virus  in  the  fmaller  vefiels, 
and  confequently  of  deftroymg  it. 

Sydenham,  io  renowned  for  his' excellent  wri¬ 
tings  on  phyfical  fubjefts,  appears  to  have  been 
no  more  prejudiced  in  favour  of  mercury  than 
Boerhaave  :  he  has  not  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  in» 
fluenced  by  the  number  of  voters  in  favour  of 
this  remedy.  He  weighed  its  efiedts  and  its  maiu 
ner  of  operation,  through  a  long  courfe  of  prac¬ 
tice  ;  and  it  may  furely  be  prefumed  that  he  was 
not  more  unfuccefsful  in  this  point,  than  any  of 
the  faculty.  He  acknowledges,  notwithftanding, 
that  though  mercury  may  he  advantageoufly  ap¬ 
plied  in  venereal  cafes,  the  ufe  of  it  is  ftill  attended 
with  great  inconveniences,  and  he  adds  a  judi¬ 
cious  remark,  44  That  it  is  no  more  a  fpecific  for 
“  the  venereal  difeafe,  than  the  lancet  is  for  the 
Ci  pleurify.”  He  goes  farther,  he  draws  the  out¬ 
lines  of  the  true  fpecific  againft  the  venereal  di¬ 
feafe;  he  recommends  this  ufeful  inquiry;  and  by 
plain  and  diftinguifhable  hints,  interfperfed 
throughout  the  whole  of  his  works,  he  facilF 
tates,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  the  difcovery  of 
it. 

Fernel,  a  Ikilful  phyfician  of  one  of  our  mo- 
narchs,  very  warmly  exclaims  againft  mercury; 
but  without  doubt  overftrains  the  point.  Far  from 
admitting  that  mercury  is  endowed  with  one  fingle 
quality  of  a  falutary  nature,  he  excludes  it  from  the 
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whole  medical  fyftem,  as  a  dangerous,  deceptive, 
and  deftruftive  mineral.  Nay,  io  inveterate  is 
he  againft  this  medicine,  on  account  of  the  had 
effects  which  he  attributes  to  it,  that  he  brands 
thofe  who  dare  to  life  it,  with  the  moft  odious 
epithets.  This  phyfician,  fully  convinced  of  the 
inefficacy  of  mercury,  would  not  lofe  any  more 
time  in  feeking  for  a  remedy  for  the  venereal 
diforder  in  the  mineral  fyftem. 

He  made  difcoveries,  both  in  the  animal  and 
vegetable  lyftems,  unknown  before  ;  he  hit  upon 
a  remedy  that  he  applied  with  the  utmqft  fuccefs, 
in  which  concentered  the  rare  and  valuable  qua¬ 
lity  of  effeftually  curing,  without  endangering 
the  patient» 

This  remedy  was  made  of  Jhnples ,  and  home 
animal  particle  ;  neither  mercury  nor  any  other 
mineral  entered  into  its  composition,  and  yet  it 
cured  (what  the  abettors  of  the  mercurial  plan 
will  hardly  believe,  notwithftanding  the  moft 
particular  and  beft  authenticated  proofs  that  he 
has  left  concerning  it)  not  only  the  moft  obfti- 
naie  and  inveterate  venereal  cafes,  but  even  thofe 
to  which  mercury  had  been  applied  without  fuc¬ 
cefs,  and  which  had  degenerated  into  rheumatic, 
gouty,  fcorbutic,  and  nervous  diforders,  & :c.* 

Men  ©f  eminence  and  abilities  are  above  pre¬ 
judice,  and  their  authority  alone  can  encounter 
its  effeâs  with  advantage.  The  authorities  of 

Fernel,  Sydenham,  and  Boerhaave  have  afforded 

* 

*  I  do  not  pretend  to  affirm  that  the  venereal  virus,  when 
Regenerated,  is  capable  of  producing  real  gouts,  real  rheu- 
matifms,  &c. 
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me  fufficient  ground  to  affert,  that  mercury  is 
not  generally  allowed  by  phyficians  as  fpecific. 
againit  the  venereal  difeafe.  Their  aflertions  and 
obfervations,  I  prefume  will  enable  me  to  prove 
that  this  mineral  is  not  truly  a  fpecific. 

Amidft  the  almoft  infinite  number  of  pretended 
fpecifics,  there  is  hut  one  generally  allowed  by 
the  faculty;  that  is  the  bark.  Let  ns  take. this 
as  a  criterion,  and  obferve  whether  mercury  is 
the  fame  in  regard  to  venereal  infections,  as  the 
bark  is  to  that  kind  of  intermitting  fever  for 
which  it  is  a  fpecific. 

The  bark,  adminiftered  by  a  fkilful  hand,  cures, 
by  its  intrinfic  virtue,  not  only  the  fever,  but  even 
the  febrile  fymptoms  which  attend  it.  Can  this 
be  laid  of  mercury  ? 

Let  us  fuppofe  a  patient  that  has  a  fhanker  a 
little  deep  in  the  root,  a  bubo,  a  finuous  ulcer, 
a  ftubborn  gonorrhæa.  &c.  The  praftitioner 
who  under ftands  the  nature  of  the  remedy  which 
he  employs,  will  not  expeft  from  thence  the  re¬ 
moval  of  thefe  different  fymptoms  ;  but  he  will 
take  the  ordinary  courfe,  and  burn  the  fhanker 
with  the  infernal  ffene,  or  feme  other  cauftic  ; 
or  he  will  cover  it  with  corrofive  ointments, 
a  practice  always  fufpefted  and  frequently  inef¬ 
fectual  ;  nor  will  he  entruft  the  cure  of  thefe 
fymptoms  to  the  metallic  particles,  which  cir¬ 
culates  through  the  whole  vafcular  fyftem.  He 
will  apply  to  the  bubo,  cataplafms,  plaifters,  feme- 
times  emollient,  fometimes  difolvent;  and  if  thefe 
happen  to  difpel  it,  they  will  indeed  rather  infefi 
the  general  mafs  than  entirely  eradicate  the  dife 
temper.  If  the  bubo  is  brought  to  a  fuppuration, 

which 
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which  often  happens,  to  the  great  difguft  of  pa¬ 
nts,  the  treatment  will  be  fomething  like  that 
of  the  parotid  gland  when  it  fuppurates,  or  of 
any  other  gland  in  the  fame  cafe.  Is  it  an  ex- 
crefcence,  theydl  touch  the  root  with  the  can  flic 
or’ infernal  ftone,  and  will  heal  up  the  wound  as 
in  ordinary  cales.  If  he  has  to  treat  an  ulcer  that 
penetrates  deeply  into  the  fiefh,  his  trouble  will 
not  be  fmall  ;  he  will  have  to  encounter  on  the 
one  fide  the  diforder,  which  in  its  nature  is  very 
obfiinate,  and  the  difficulty  of  undergoing  the 
neceflary  remedies  ;  on  the  other  hand  the  im- 
preffion  of  the  mercury,  which  by  the  irritation 
it  incefiantly  caufes  upon  the  ulcerated  part,  oc- 
cafions  the  inflammation  to  continually  encreafe, 
which  he  endeavours  to  deftroy,  and  brings  new 
ohftacles  to  the  healing  of  the  fiefh.  And  to  what 
refources  will  he  fly,  if  the  mercury  comes  to 
•fix  in  the  ulcerated  part  and  there  form  a  depoji - 
tion ,  by  the  tendency  which  the  particles  have 
to  unite  ? 

If  he  is  to  cure  a  gonorrhæa,  mercury  will  avail 
very  little  in  the  treatment  of  it.  And  what  ad¬ 
vantage  can  in  effeft  attend  it,  fince  we  daily  fee 
gonorrhæas  refift  a  long  and  methodical  procefs, 
and  even  that  of  a  falivation  ;  notwithftanding 
the  abftemious  diet,  and  the  great  quantity  of  li¬ 
quids  which  the  patient  drinks,  means  deemed 
io  efficacious  againft  this  diftemper?  Boerhaave 
and  Sydenham  have  experienced  the  difad  vantage 
of  this  method,  and  do  not  palliate  the  matter  : 
it  mult  be  obferved,  fays  the  Englifb  phyiician, 
that  mercury  will  not  cure  a  gonorrhæa  when  it 
accompanies  the  pox,  and  that  it  muft  therefore 
be  treated  in  a  different  manner. 

Let 
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Let  us  add  to  this,  the  following  remarks  con¬ 
cerning  the  intrinfic  virtue  of  mercury  again  it 
the  venereal  virus. 

Firft.  'That,  notwithftanding  all  its  efficacy, 
it  often  happens  that  the  patient  is  not  cured  at  all. 

Second.  That  much  oftener  the  cure  is  very 
imperfect. many  lymptoms  remaining  unremoved, 
after  the  fuppofed  cure. 

Third  and  laftly.  That  after  the  moft  fpecious 
appearances  of  a  cure,  the  patients  frequently  fall 
into  relapfes  worfe  than  the  firft  diforder. 

Let  the  ftrenuous  votaries  for  mercury  now 
decide,  themfeives,  whether  they  who  will  not  be 
fatisfied  with  fuch  a  remedy,  and  who  employ 
the  bulk  of  their  time  in  feeking  one  more  effi¬ 
cacious,  can  he  reckoned  over  fcrupulqus  or  nice. 

Upon  the  whole  I  think  I  have  ftiewn, 

Firft.  That  there  is  no  fufficient  foundation  for 
propofing  mercury  as  a  real  fpeeific  in  the  vene¬ 
real  difeafe. 

Second.  That  the  opinion  which  has  pro¬ 
nounced  it  a  fpeeific  is  founded  on  prejudice  alone. 

Third.  That  it  is  a  prejudice  of  fuch  a  nature, 
as  tends  to  difeourage  thofe  who  are  difppfed  to 
apply  themfeives  to  the  difeovery  of  a  real  fpeci- 
fic,  to  believe  that  this  metallic  fubftance,  amongft 
all  bodies,  mineral,  animal,  and  vegetable,  isfqle- 
ly  capable  of  eradicating  the  venereal  virus, 

I  take  the  liberty  to  fubjoin  feme  further  re¬ 
marks  ;  which,  though  they  are  not  intimately 
interwoven  with  my  fubjeft,  will  come  in  here 
with  more  propriety,  as  they  include  the  princi¬ 
pal  confide  rations  which  have  given  rife  to  the 
author’s  endeavours  to  difeover  the  vegetable  an¬ 
ti  venereal 
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tivenereal  remedy,  the  fuhjeft  of  the  fécond  part 
of  this  difiertation. 

Firft*  All  the  authors  who  have  fear  died  into 
the  origin  of  the  venereal  difeafe,  have  particu¬ 
larly  cited  the  place  where  it  has  prevailed  from 
the  earlieft  times,  and  where  it  is  endemial.* 
The  major  part  of  them,  efpecially  Sydenham, 
have  placed  the  former  in  Africa,  towards  the  coaft 
of  Guinea.  This,  1  apprehend,  implies  that  thefe 
people  had  fome  kind  of  remedy  for  this  diitemper 
before  the  properties  of  mercury  were  difcovered. 

This  muft  be  indubitable,  let  them  have  been 
ever  fo  ignorant,  even  inftmd  itfelf  would  have 
pointed  out  a  remedy. 

Second.  When  the  Europeans  firft  penetrated 
into  Guinea  and  the  parts  adjacent,  they  found 
the  inhabitants  of  that  vail  traft  immerfed  in  the 
profoundeft  ignorance.  They  were  entirely  un¬ 
filled  in  the  art  of  extrafting  metals  from  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  and  of  forming  inftruments 
proper  for  the  culture  of  the  ground.  They  were 
therefore  very  far  from  fuppofing  thofe  metals  ca¬ 
pable  of  adminiftering  to  the  medical  art.  Should 
chance  have  thrown  mercury  in  their  way,  either 
they  would  not  have  tried  it,  or  the  bad  fuccefs 
attending  their  experiments,  would  very  foon, 
have  induced  them  to  abandon  it.  To  judge  of 
it  by  the  length  of  time  and  number  of  experi¬ 
ments,  which  it  has  required  in  Europe,  before 
it  could  be  applied  with  any  fuccefs  to  the  relief 

*  Sydenham  is  of  opinion  that  the  pox  was  not  known  in 
America,  til!  the  introduction  of  negroes  into  that  country, 
from  the  coaft  of  Guinea. 

of 


) 


I  33  ] 

of  human  infirmities,  it  never  could  have  been 
rendered  a  falutary  remedy,  were  it  even  anâ-» 
lagous,  as  we  know  by  experience  it  is  contrary* 
to  the  conftitution  of  the  human  body. 

In  one  word,  the  application  of  mercury  in 
venereal  cafes,  its  preparation,  and  the  method  of 
ufing  it,  muft  imply  a  degree  of  knowledge  which 
the  people  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea  never  poft 

feffed. - -Mercury,  therefore,  is  not  a  remedy 

for  the  venereal  difeafe  in  that  part  of  Africa. 

Third,  If  the  remedy  of  the  Africans  on  the 
coaft  of  Guinea  is  not  of  the  mineral  kind,  it 
muft  be  either  of  the  animal  or  the  vegetable  : 
Since  it  is  not  eafy  to  prove,  by  its  effefts,  that 
there  is  any  thing  of  the  animal  in  its  conipo- 
fition,  it  is  natural  to  conclude  that  it  is  of  the 
vegetable  kind,  if  we  confider, 

Firft,  The  ignorance  of  thefe  people  ; 

Second,  The  preparations  which  compofitions 
of  an  animal  kind,  to  be  ufed  in  phyfic,  generally 
require  ; 

Third,  The  knowledge  requifite  for  thefe  pre^ 
parafions. 

We  know,  on  the  contrary,  that  vegetables 
are  never  more  efficacious  than  when  they  un* 
dergo  no  preparation.— The  negroes  themfelves 
furnifh  us  with  a  very  ftriking  proof  ;  when  we 
find  them  cure  by  a  plant,  a  bark,  a  fruit,  the 
moft  obftinate  diforders,  even  the  Taws^  deemed 
with  much  probability,  a  kind  of  pox,  againft 
which  our  beft  mercurial  preparations  have  con- 
ftantly  mifcarried. 

We  apprehend  that  we  have  fufficiently 
proved, 

D  Firft, 
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Firft,  That  thofe  who  to  this  day  look  upon 
mercury  as  fpecific  in  the  venereal  difeafe,  and  its 
only  remedy ,  are  in  an  error. 

Second,  That  this  is  the  error  of  the  people 
and  not  of  the  faculty. 

Third,  That  if  the  moft  eminent  profeflors  of 
the  medical  art  had  difcovered  in  mercury  thefe 
falutary  qualities,  they  would  not  have  proved 
its  inefficacy  in  divers  cafes,  and  the  danger  of 
adminiftring  it, 

*  Fourth,  That  it  is  probable,  that  the  remedy 
ufed  amongft  a  people  affli&ed  with  this  diftem- 
per,  before  it  was  imported  by  us,  was  of  the  ve¬ 
getable  kind. 

Fifth,  and  left.  That  the  poffibility  of  extir¬ 
pating  radically  the  venereal  virus  by  vegetables 
alone,  is  inconteftably  eftablifhed,  by  the  autho¬ 
rity  and  obfervations  of  Boerhaave,  Kernel,  &c. 
alfo  by  reafon  and  experience. 

I  might  here  introduce  a  pompous  account  of 
the  medicinal  virtues  of  the  vegetable  fyflem,  by 
inftancing  the  moft  raging  dilorders  that  have 
been  overcome  by  a  wood,  a  root,  an  herb  ; 
and  we  find  the  fharpeft  intermitting  fevers  yield 
to  the  bark  ;  the  moft  obftinate  dyfenteries  to 
the  ipecacuanha  ;  fhocking  convulfive  pains  to 
the  opium,^  Thefe  inconteftible  proofs,  while 
they  confirm  the  power  of  the  vegetable  fyftein 
over  human  difeafesÿ  afford  ground  for  the 

*  Though  opium  removes  but  very  few  diforders,  ftill  it 
is  a  moft  valuable  medicine,  fince  it  prolongs  life,  in  parti¬ 
cular  cafes,  when  the  patient  is  juft  ready  to  expire  ;  and 
gives  the  phyfician  an  opportunity  to  combat  the  diftemper 
by  proper  remedies. 

1  T  ftrongeft 
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fïrongeft  prefumption,  in  favour  of  the  poffibi- 
lity  of  extirpating  the  venereal  virus  by  its 
means.  But  the  above  is  fufficient  for  thofe  of 
my  readers  who  acknowledge  the  neceflity  of  a 
vegetable  remedy  ;  and  too  much  for  thofe  who 
obftinately  oppofe  every  thing  that  is  not  con¬ 
formable  to  their  intereft  or  prejudice.  Fear- 
lefs,  therefore,  of  the  decifion  of  the  latter,  I  fhall 
lay  before  the  former  a  fpecimen  of  the  valuable 
effefts  of  M,  de  Veinos’s  vegetable  antivenefeal 
fyrup. 
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M-  De  VELNOS’s 


THIS  remedy  is  a  fyrup  ;  it  derives  its  an- 
tivenereal  virtue  from  a  certain  number 
of  plants,  whofe  efficacy  in  deftroying 
the  venereal  virus,  which  they  poflefs  in  an  emi¬ 
nent  degree,  was  never  fo  much  as  fufpecled. 
It  is  agreeable  to  the  palate  ;  it  paffes  eafily 
through  the  inteftines  ;  it  produces  an  agree¬ 
able  fenfation  on  the  ftomach,  like  that  arifing 
from  a  pleafant  ftomaçhic  apozeme. 


The  Effedls  of  the  Remedy. 


It  purges  gently  ;  the  patients  go  commonly 
to  ftool  two  or  three  times  in  the  four  and  twenty 
hours  ;  the  evacuations  neither  ftrain  nor  irri¬ 
tate.  It  operates  by  perfpiration  :  though  the  pa¬ 
tients  do  not  fweat,  they  are  generally  in  a  moi- 
fture  two  or  three  hours  immediately  following 
the  adminiflration  of  the  remedy. 


It 
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It  extends  its  action  to  the  reins  :  the  urine 
increales  in  quantity,  and  difcharges,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  parts  affected  and  the  degree 
of  the  infeftion,  ftringv,  (limy,  purulent  matter, 
and  this  returns  to  its  former  ftate. 

This  remedy  is  ftrengthening,  ftomachic,  &c. 
its  quality  is  to  diffolve  and  attenuate  the  hu¬ 
mours  ;  and  is  fo  remarkable,  that  it  difperfes 
without  the  aid  of  external  applications,  buboes, 
hardnefs  of  the  tefticles,  gummy  tumours,  callo- 
fities  of  the  urethra,  the  edges  of  old  ulcers  fpread 
over  the  different  parts  of  the  body,  &c. 

The  power  of  ftrengthening  the  ftomach,  and 
affifting  the  digeftion  is  fo  much  the  more  valu¬ 
able  in  an  antivenereal  remedy,  as  nothing  is 
more  common  than  to  meet  with  patients,  in  the 
courfe  of  practice,  whofe  ftomachs  are  weak,  and 
little  capable  of  performing  their  neceflary  func¬ 
tions.  Though  this  circumftance  is  imputed  to 
divers  caufes,  the  moft  common,  without  doubt, 
is  the  long  ufe  of  cooling  and  purgative  me¬ 
thods,  which  are  generally  employed  againft  go- 
norrhæas,  and  other  venereal  fymptoms.  Pa¬ 
tients  in  this  cafe  recover  with  difficulty  after 
fuch  treatment,  even  when  the  virus  is  perfectly 
deftroyed  ;  and  when  it  is  but  imperfeâly  fo, 
they  hardly  ever  gain  ftrength  fufficient  to  un¬ 
dergo  a  new  courfe,  complete  and  methodical. 
From  this  caufe,  the  difeafe  requiring  more  ex¬ 
ertion  in  the  remedy  than  the  ftrength  of  the 
patient  will  admit  of,  it  cannot  reach  the  caufe 
at  which  it  is  principally  aimed,  and  the  patients 
neceflarily  run  the  rifk  of  not  being  able  to  bear 

a  fuf* 
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a  fufficient  quantity  of  mercury,  notwithftanding 
the  {kill  of  the  prattitioner. 

We  may  eafily  difcern  the  benefit  of  a  remedy 
which  ftrengthens  the  ftomach  in  proportion  as 
it  is  ufed,  and  which  furnifhes  the  patient  with 
the  means  of  fuftaining  a  courfe  as  long  and 
complete  as  the  degree  of  the  difeafe  may  require. 
Hence  the  reafon  of  its  being  an  emmena- 
scogue  is  obvious.  There  is  no  furer  method  of 
reftotmg  the  menfes,  after  a  long  fuppreffion, 
than  of  pining  the  diftblvent  with  the  ftomach ic  : 
It  poffeffes  thefe  two  qualities,  which  the  facul¬ 
ty  are  fo  defirous  of  uniting.  It  may  perhaps  be 
faid,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference  whether 
an  antivenereal  remedy  is  an  emmenagogue  or 
not.  Is  it  then  indifferent,  whether  a  woman 
infeâed  with  the  virus,  and  deprived  of  this  fa- 
lutary  evacuation,  is  or  is  not  regular,  after  the 
chief  diforder  is  entirely  deftroyed  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is,  without  doubt,  from 
the  emmenagogue  virtue  of  this  remedy,  that  we 
are  entitled  to  pronounce  its  efficacy,  in  thofe 
diforders  that  are  peculiar  to  the  fex. 


Method  of  Cure* 


In  common  venereal  cafes,  it  generally  effefts 
a  cure  in  about  fifteen  days.  It  will  be  difficult 
to  fix  a  time  for  the  cure  of  confirmed  and  in¬ 
veterate  poxes,  as  fuch  mu  ft  be  treated  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  their  malignity.  Obftinate  gonor¬ 
rhoeas.* 
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rhæas,  ulcers  in  the  urethra  (improperly  called 
carnofities),  fwellings  in  the  glands  proceeding 
from  venereal  caufes,  venereal  and  feorbutic  erüp~ 
tiens,  and  all  other  the  moft  inveterate  fymp- 
toms  are  radically  carried  off  by  the  antivene- 
real  fyrup. 

-  The  remedy  is  agreeable  to  the  palate,  balfk- 
mic  and  benign  to  the  conftitution,  as  by  its 
operation  it  afts  with  that  fafety  and  certainty,  as 
totally  to  eradicate  the  virus,  and  purify  the  blood 
from  all  kind  of  infeftion. 

ThJL  ufeof  the  iyrup  is  continued  morning 
and  eveniug  during  a  fortnight  in  flight  infec¬ 
tions  ;  after  which  time  the  patient  refumes  his 
ordinary  manner  of  living^  is  purged,  and  thus 
ends  the  whole  affair.-— — -Tn  cales  of  a  more  in¬ 
veterate  nature,  the  fame  ealy  method  is  made 
ufe  of,  only  requiring  a  longer  time* 

Nothing  is  more  Ample  and  lure  than  this 
method,  provided  the  patient  will  be  attentive 
ajid  regular  in  point  of  diet  during  the  courle, 
which  is  not  fevere.— Proper  direâions  will  be 
given  with  the  medecine. 

As  all  the  fymptoms  of  the  venereal  difeafe 
arife  from  the  fame  principle,  we  ufe  but  one  and 
the  fame  method  of  encountering  it,  which  al¬ 
ways  tends  to  the  extirpation  of  the  caufe.  The 
method  of  treatment  is  always  the  fame  in  con¬ 
firmed  cafes  ;  but  in  flight  ones,  fuch  as  flian- 
kers,  buboes  of  recent  growth,  gonorrhæas,  &c. 
the  treatment  may  be  adapted  to  the  iituafion  or 
bufinefs  of  the  patient.  Nothing  is  externally 

applied  to  fhankers  or  buboes.^ - -Moft  of  thefe 

affiftance^ 
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affiftances  are  at  leaft  fuperfluous,  and  often  per¬ 
nicious  in  their  method  of  application.  All  au¬ 
thors,  who  have  written  upon  venereal  cafes, 
have  demonftrated  the  bad  effefts  that  may  arife 
from  the  application  of  cauftics  to  fhankers, 
aftringent  injeâions  to  the  urethra,  repelling 
ptaifters  to*  buboes  ;  but  I  fhall  not  here  cite  par¬ 
ticularly  their  relpeélive  opinions. 

In  this  new  method  we  never  have  recourfe  to 
fuch  auxiliaries  ;  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy  not 
requiring  them.  In  fa£t,  it  is  to  difperfe  the 
callous  parts  of  any  ulcers  that  they  have  re¬ 
courfe  to  thefe  external  applications.  Will  not 
a  remedy  that  diffol  ves  the  fwelling  of  the  tefti- 
cles,  exoftofes,  difperfe  fwellings  much  lefs  com¬ 
pacted,  and  lituated  in  parts  more  pervadable, 
when  its  compofition,  far  from  being  hard  or  ri¬ 
gid  in  its  operation,  in  a  word,  of  a  metallic  na¬ 
ture,  is  fweet  and  balfamic,  and  fuch,  in  faft,  as 
we  fhould  apply,  if  external  application  was  ne- 
ceflary  ?  Is  it  to  heal  the  fleffi  ?  This  is  the 
work  of  Nature  :  What  then  can  art  do  in  this 
cafe  ! 

’Tis  an  axiom  received  in  phyfic,  that  what 
deanfes  well  cures  well  :  Now  what  remedy  can 
more  effeétually  tend  to  the  depuration  of  the 
humours,  than  the  antivenereal  fyrup  ?  It  alters 
the  habit  ;  it  caufes  evacuation  in  the  three  diffe* 
rent  manners  ;  it  attacks  the  virus  on  all  fides, 
and  afterwards  evacuates  by  the  emunftories  to¬ 
wards  which  it  generally  takes  its  courfe.  It  is 
pleafant  and  mild  in  its  operation,  a  quantity  of  it 
may,  without  danger,  be  infufed  into  the  veflel^. 
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I Us  cil vliible  quality  neceflarily  arifing  from  its 
difperfing  itfelf  through  the  fluids  of  the  human 
body  ;  its  immediate  connection  with  thefe  very 
fluids  and  the  veflels  which  contain  them,  are 
fuch  advantages  as  mercurial  remedies  cannot 
boaft,  which  for  the  mo  ft  part  are  infoluble. 

By  reafon  of  the  great  number  of  aftive  parts 
which  are  in  motion  at  the  fame  time  in  the 
veflels,  by  reafon  of  their  tenuity,  there  are  no 
capillary  veflels  which  it  does  not  penetrate  ;  no 
lamina  of  the  bones  between  which  it  does  not 
Aide  ;  no  glands  which  it  does  not  pervade. 
As  there  is  no  part  of  the  human  body  which  the 
particles  of  this  remedy  does  not  reach,  there  is 
no  fymptom  that  efcapes  its  powerful  operation  ; 
the  fmaller  veflels  receive  it  after  it  has  been  dif- 
lolved  in  the  humours,  by  which  they  are  moift- 
ened  ;  even  the  chyle  is  impregnated  with  it, 
and  conveys  it  into  the  extreme  vafcular  ramifi- . 
cations. 

It  is  to  the  tenuity  of  this  remedy  that  we  mu  ft 
afcribe  the  falutary  effeCt  which  it  produces  in  the 
mo  ft  inveterate  and  confirmed  degrees  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  in  which  mercurial  preparations  have  often 
proved  ineffectual. — Let  us  give  fome  reafons 
for  this  difference  of  eflfeft. 

Without  entering  upon  the  peculiar  nature  of 
the  venereal  virus,  it  may  be  affirmed,  that  its 
moll  apparent  effefts  are  the  thickening  of  the 
humours  and  obftruCtions.  The  mercurial  par¬ 
ticles  are  always  too  large  when  they  come  to 
ft r ike  againft  the  vifcid  lymph,  which  obftrufts 
a  veffel,  they  aét  upon  the  firft  molecuiæ  with  fo 
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much  the  more  force  as  they  have  more  weight  hi 
a  determined  magnitude. 

They  prefs  the  antecedent  particles  ;  the  moft 
fluid  part  is  expanded  ;  the  whole  caufe  of  the 
obftruftion  leffens  ;  its  mafs  and  hardnefs  pro¬ 
portionately  increafes  ;  the  veflel  which  contains 
it  is  diftended  to  fuch  a  length  as  prevents  its 
yielding  to  the  operation,  or  recovering  its  for¬ 
mer  ftate.  What  will  be  the  confequence  ?  Ei¬ 
ther  the  veflel  will  burft,  which  fometimes  hap¬ 
pens,  efpecially  in  the  bowels,  where  the  metallic 
particles  will  pervade  a  collateral  tube,  and  will 
no  longer  aft  upon  the  obftrufting  caufe  :  or  the 
following  particles  will  take  the  fame  route,  and 
be  conveyed,  according  to  the  hydraulic  fyftem, 
into  thofe  parts  where  they  find  leaft  refiftance, 
leaving  the  obftruftion  in  the  fame  ftate  and  the 
difeafe  which  nourifhes  it. — Nor  is  experience 
wanting  to  confirm  this  method  of  reafoning. 
How  many  difeafed  perfons  are  there  who  have 
undergone  divers  courfes  under  the  hands  of  the 
moft  ikilful  praftitioners,  without  a  confirmed 
cure,  merely  for  not  having  been  properly  treated 
in  the  beginning  !  For  it  is  a  ftanding  maxim, 
that  a  patient  who  has  not  been  cured  by  a  fécond 
or  third  courfe,  will  hardly  ever  be  cured  by  any 
fubfequent  procefs,  notwithftanding  all  the  choice 
and  care  that  may  be  ufed  in  the  application  of 
mercurial  preparations. 

The  vegetable  remedy  does  not  aft  by  dint  of  j 
weight  ;  it  is  not  by  forcing  the  obftacles  that  it  I 
tends  to  deftroy  them  :  its  qualities  are,  on  the 
contrary,  light  and  fubtil  ;  it  mixes  with  the  hu¬ 
mours,  with  them  it  conveys  itfelf  into  the  ob- 
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ftrtided  ve flels,  reanimates  their  languid  motion  * 
and  difpofes  them  effîcacioufly  to  operate  upon 
the  denfe  matter  which  caufes  the  obftrudions. 

It  envelopes  the  venereal  miafmata  alters  their 
nature,  allays  their  acrimony,  and  as  it  were  neu¬ 
tralizes  them,  and  gives  the  lymphatic  particles 
power  to  conned  and  follow  the  regular  courfe 
of  circulation.' — To  give  one  general  view  of  the 
advantages  refulting  from  the  vegetable  remedy, 

I  fhall  compare  them  with  thofe  which  in  their 
quality  and  effeds  immediately  appertain  to  mer¬ 
cury. 

Firft.  Every  one  knows,  that  in  falivations, 
however  urgent  the  date  of  the  difeafe  may  be,  the 
furgeon  employs  a  long  time  in  painful  and  ex- 
penfive  preparations,  but  indifpenfable  upon  that  0^3 
plan.  He  then  rubs  the  body,  at  different  times, 
with  mercurial  undion,  and  continues  at  ftated 
times  thefe  applications,  during  a  month  or  more, 
according  to  the  flrength  of  the  patient  and  the 
degree  of  the  difeafe. 

The  time  required  to  makd  thefe  prepara-co- .  / 

tions,  which  are  efiential  in  this  plan  of  falivat -fa/tfyz 
ing,  and  in  all  treatment  upon  the  mercurial  * 
fyftem,  is  often  fufficient  for  the  new  remedy 
to  effed  a  perfed  or  confirmed  cure.  It  is  ordi¬ 
narily  continued  no  longer  than  fifteen  days  ; 
m  this  fpace  the  virus  is  almoft  deftroyed,  the  ex- 
oftofes  are  fhaken,  the  pullules  and  ulcers  are 
cleanfed  and  difpofed  to  heal  ;  fifteen  or  twenty 
days  regular  diet  reduce  the  glands  and  exoftofes, 
and  complete  the  healing  of  the  infeded  parts. — - 
In  urgent  cafes,  where  the  palate  of  the  mouth 
is  in  danger  ;  in  the  cafe  of  the  æfophagus,  the 
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larynx,  rottennefs,  violent  pains,  want  of  fieep, 
hectic  fevers,  which  admit  of  no  delay,  the  anti- 
venereal  fyrup  has  the  advantage,  as  it  may  be 
almoft  immediately  adminiftred.  The  fécond 
day  the  patient  may  begin  to  ufe  it,  and  about 
fifth  or  fixth  he  will  receive  relief. 

Second.  Every  prudent  practitioner  requires 
patients  to  keep  their  room  as  much  during  the 
time  of  preparation  as  during  the  application  of 
the  mercurial  ointment.  The  new  method  re¬ 
quires  no  Inch  caution,  except  in  the  moft  inve¬ 
terate  ft  ate  of  the  difeafe. 

Third.  When  they  meet,  as  is  very  frequent, 
with  old  and  ftubborn  cafes,  that  cannot  be  over¬ 
come  but  by  a  ftrong  falivation,  in  old  people, 
debilitated  by  age  and  the  debaucheries  of  their 
younger  years  ;  afflifted  with  fecondary  difeafes, 
fuch  as  the  gout,  rbeumatifm,  &c.  in  women 
with  child,  or  fuch  as  are  weak  and  of  a  thin 
habit  of  body,  in  whofe  cafe  the  baths  are  as  ne- 
ceffary  as  impraticable  ;  in  children,  where  the 
obftinate  degree  of  the  diftemper  will  not  admit 
of  waiting  for  a  more  advanced  age  ;  in  adult 
perfons,  attacked  with  diforders  in  the  liver 
or  lungs  ;  in  thefe  different  cafes  how  will 
ikilful  practitioners  proceed  ?  There  have  been  a 
thoufand  inftances  of  old  perfons  perifhing  under 
the  operation  of  a  mercurial  procefs,  which  is 
more  violent  and  dangerous  as  the  fibres  are  ri¬ 
gid  and  dried,  and  when  this  is  accompanied 
with  gouty  and  rheumatic  pains,  which  during 
the  treatment  never  fail  to  rage  with  the  utmoft 
violence.  Pregnant  women  expire,  either  through 
the  falivation,  for  which  they  have  not  been  fuf- 
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ficîently  prepared  ;  [here  we  fpeak  of  women 
feven  or  eight  months  advanced  in  their  preg¬ 
nancy]  or  from  a  premature  delivery,  occafioned 
by  the  mercury,  which  gives  too  great  a  motion 
to  the  humours,  and  is  productive  of  the  dis¬ 
agreeable  impreffions  on  the  fœtus.  Weak  per- 
fons,  and  thofe  who  are  fubjeft  to  fpittmg  blood, 
or  to  violent  coughing,  have  been  obferved  to  die 
under  the  inevitable  increafe  of  thofe  fymptoms. 
Children,  in  fine,  becaufe  they  are  fuch,  and  con- 
fequently  too  weak  to  refift  the  fubverfion  of  the 
animal  œconomy,  occafioned  by  the  operation  of 
the  mercury,  have  been  known  to  die  fuddenly 
in  the  midft  of  its  courfe.- — None  of  thefe  effects 
are  to  be  apprehended  from  the  vegetable  fyrup  : 
it  allays  gouty  and  rheumatic  pains,  and  fame- 
times  entirely  removes  them  ;  it  is  free  from  the 
objection  of  want  of  preparation  for  pregnant 
women,  as  what  it  requires  is  always  prafticable^ 
It  prevents  mifcarriages,  becaufe  it  is  not  by  for¬ 
cible  means  that  it  removes  the  obftruttions,  but 
by  difiblving  and  gently  evacuating  the  matter 
which  forms  them. 

Fourth.  In  complicated  venereal  cafes,  at¬ 
tended  with  cutaneous  diforders,  fuch  as  tetters, 
fcabs,  St.  Anthony’s  fire,  what  advantage  mu  ft 
not  a  remedy,  balfamic  in  its  nature,  which  alters 
and  evacuates  with  fo  much  eafe,  and  by  fuch 
various  emun&ories,  the  fharp  irritating  humours 
which  caufe  them,  have  over  a  metallic  fubftance 
fo  liable  to  add  to  the  acrimony  of  the  moft 
dreadful  diforders  !— Experience  confirms  this 
remark,  as  neither  tetters  nor  puftules,  ufual  con¬ 
comitants 
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eomitants  of  the  principal  difeafe,  are  ever  known 
to  refill  the  operation  of  this  remedy. 

Fifth.  It  very  frequently  happens,  that  the 
venereal  virus  is  complicated  with  a  fcorbutic 
humour  ;  '  in  that  cafe,  however  preffing  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  difeafe  may  be,  prudent  practitioners 
will  by  no  means  prefume  immediately  to  admi- 
nifter  anti  venereal  mercurials,  as  antifcorbutics 
lefs  inflame  the  venereal  difeafe,  than  antivene- 
reals  do  fcorbutic  humours  :  they  firft  attack  the 
fcurvy  with  thofe  remedies  which  are  peculiar  to 
it.  But  if  this  diforder  is  in  itfelf  fo  difficult  to 
cure,  what  mu  ft  it  be  when  attended  with  this 
dreadful  complication  ?  Several  months  will  be 
fcarce  fufficient  to  eradicate  the  fcorbutic  hu¬ 
mour,  and  after  having  drained  the  patient  by 
the  firft  courfe,  of  that  humour,  and  left  the 
field  free  for  the  growth  of  venereal  fymptoms, 
the  phyfician  will  of  courfe  be  led  to  prove  the 
inefficacy  of  mercurial  remedies,  which  he  had  at 
firft  fo  wifely  forefeen. 

This  complication  is  not  the  leaft  obftruftion 
to  the  cure  of  the  principal  difeafe,  when  en¬ 
countered  by  the  new  remedy. — It  changes  not 
in  its  courfe  of  operation  ;  there  is  no  neceffity 
for  having  recourfe  to  antifcorbutics  properly 
fo  called  :  this  faves  the  time  and  trouble  of  the 
firft  courfe,  which  often  proves  fruitlefs.  The 
patient,  far  from  having  reafon  to  fear  the  effeéts 
of  the  antivenereal  fyrup  upon  the  fcorbutic  hu¬ 
mour,  has  juft  ground  to  hope  for  the  greateft 
benefit  from  it  :  the  fcorbutic  fymptoms  have 
,  often  beep  obferved  to  difappear  firft,  and  oftener 
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the  complicated  difeafes  have  at  once  been  dif* 
pellèd,  almoft  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time  as  would 
be  neceffary  to  cure  the  venereal  attended  with 
no  complication. 

Sixth,  The  gland  is,  at  the  fame  time,  a  part 
the  mo  ft  expofed  and  liable  to  imbibe  the  virus  : 
after  coition  with  a  woman  infefted  it  is  in¬ 
flamed  ;  the  preputium  not  being  able  to  main¬ 
tain  its  proper  feat,  is  drawn  to  the  body  of  the 
yard,  and  hence  proceeds  the  paraphimofis.  If 
by  its  original  conformation  the  preputium  is 
long  and  ftretched,  if  it  is  fattened  on  the  glands 
by  fhankers  which  adhere  to  it,  there  will  be  a 
phimofts.  When  thefe  cafes  refift  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  praâice,  incifion  becomes  the  foie  re- 
fource.  In  the  firft  cafe,  the  fkilful  pra£Htioner 
will  take  care  that  the  bridle  is  cut,  in  order  to 
prevent  a  gangrene,  and  the  fall  of  the  gland,  a 
misfortune  which  the  negligence  of  patients,  or 
the  dread  of  incifion,  render  too  frequent. — In 
the  fécond  it  has  been  cuftomary  to  perform  two 
different  operations  ;  the  one  confifts  in  dividing 
the  preputium  to  the  root  of  the  glands,  the  other 
in  taking  it  entirely  oft';  one  or  the  other  of 
thefe  operations  is  abfolutely  indifpenfable,  when 
the  adherence  is  ftrong  and  of  long  Handing, 
and  extended.  What  is  more  frequent  than  in¬ 
cifion  or  cauftics,  upon  buboes  which  come  to 
fuppuration  ?  Without  mentioning  the  pain,  the 
filth,  the  difguft  with  which  thefe  operations  are 
attended,  how  difagreeable  muft  it  be  to  patients 
to  have  daily  before  their  eyes  fuch  marks  as  re¬ 
mind  them  of  their  debauchery,  and  the  pain 
and  mifery  of  its  eftefts  ! 
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All  thefe  operations,  and  the  pain  confeqiient 
on  them,  are  avoided  by  the  vegetable  remedy  : 
the  lecond  day  of  the  courfe  the  inflammation 
will  aftay,  and  the  fuppuration  become  benign, 
the  fifth  or  fixtli  the  glands  and  preputium  will 
be  almoft  reftored  to  their  natural  ftate.  The 
fuppuration  is  maintained  by  the  foie  effeft  of  the 
remedy,  which  circulates  in  the  vafcular  fyftem, 
and  produces  a  cleanfing  :  the  {hankers,  thus 
purged,  heal.  Recent  buboes  never  come  to 
fuppuration,  if  the  ftate  of  the  difeafe  be  not  too 
confirmed  ;  when  the  fyrup  is  begun  to  be  taken, 
the  purulent  matter  is  carried  off  through  the 
urinary  paffage.  The  above-mentioned  fymp- 
toms  are  of  the  laft  confequence,  not  only  on 
account  of  the  danger  but  the  ihame  with  which 
they  are  attended.  How  frequently  has  the  peace 
and  union  of  families  been  difturbed  by  the  ig¬ 
nominious  traces  of  debauchery,  which  a  young 
bride  has  difcovered  on  her  bridegroom  ! 

Seventh.  The  method  of  friâion,  and  all  thoie 
that  have  the  mercury  for  their  primiim  mobile 9 
have  many  infeparable  concomitants  :  the  falival 
glands  fwell,  as  do  the  face  and  head  ;  the  tongue 
grows  big  and  hangs  out  of  the  mouth  ;  refpi- 
ration  and  fwallowing  are  obftrufted  ;  a  fever 
enfues;  delirium,  drowfinefs,  lethargy,  and  fome- 
times  death  follows.  If  the  patient  has  a  weak 
ftomach,  if  he  is  fubjeft  to  coughs,  or  fpitting  of 
blood,  thefe  complaints  are  increafed,  and  the 
laft  is  always  dangerous.  Is  he  fubjefl  to  hy- 
fterics  or  attacked  by  the  gout  ?  He  will  be 
much  more  tormented  during  the  courfe  :  the 
violence  of  his  pains  will  bring  on  a  fever,  which 
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may  be  attended  with  a  fatal  confeqiience.  Wo¬ 
men  with  child  will  be  greatly  injured  if  ad¬ 
vanced  in  their  pregnancy  ;  too  happy,  if  the 
moll  lamentable  efleft  of  the  circtimllance  is  the 
inefficacy  of  the  remedies* 

Now  though  it  were  poffible  to  remove  all 
thefe  obftacles  in  the  way  of  mercury,  would  it 
not  Hill  leave  fome  traces  of  its  ravaging  effeCls  ? 
Sometimes  the  extreme  parts  contracted  ;  fome» 
times  the  lips  diftorted  ;  a  lhaking  of  the  limbs  ; 
will  not  thefe  effeCts  difcover  their  caufe  ?  A  Am¬ 
ple  glance  on  the  manner  in  which  the  fyrup 
operates,  will  Efficiently  prove,  that  no  fuch  ef¬ 
fect  can  be  apprehended  from  it.  Its  operation 
tends  to  change  the  groffnefs  of  the  humours* 
and  gently  to  evacuate  the  foulnefs  with  which 
they  are  vitiated. 

The  phyfician  may  increafe  or  decreafe  thefe 
evacuations,  as  the  fymptoms  require  ;  he  is  al¬ 
ways  mailer  of  his  remedy,  and  may  apply  it  at 
his  own  difcretion. 

It  will  eafily  be  obferved,  that  no  falivatory 
effeCts  are  to  be  apprehended  from  the  new  re¬ 
medy,  and  that  confequently  the  patient  will  be 
enabled  to  avoid  both  the  pain  and  danger  which 
attend  them.  It  is  universally  known,  that  mer- 
cury  is  the  only  body  acknowledged  to  be  capa¬ 
ble  of  fuch  an  extraordinary  evacuation. 

Eighth.  Gonorrhæas  are  the  moll  common  of 
all  venereal  fymptoms,  and  the  moll  difficult  to 
remove.  Notwithstanding  the  high  opinion 
that  is  entertained  of  mercury,  it  has  been  found 
to  be  a  very  weak  refource  in  this  cafe.  Cool¬ 
ing  methods  are  immediately  ufed  ;  they  then 
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proceed  to  cleanfers,  which  they  affift  with  mer¬ 
curial  purges  often  repeated.  During  this  time, 
the  patient  mu  ft  obferve  a  regular  diet,  avoid 
fpirituous  liquors,  ufe  moderate  exercife,  as  the 
final  left  Hip  in  point  of  regularity  reinvigorates 
the  difeafe  when  it  was  juft  at  its  laft  gafp. 
When  all  this  happily  fucceeds,  the  gonorrhæa 
will  not  remain  above  fix  weeks  or  two  months. 
But  where  are  patients  to  be  found  who  will 
ftridly  adhere  to  thefe  rules  ?  They  will  not  be 
difpofed  to  think  their  cafe  dangerous  when  they 
have  only  a  running  ;  and  the  greateft  precau¬ 
tion  of  which  a  patient  can  be  capable,  is  to  re¬ 
gulate  himfelf  with  prudence  during  the  firft 
ftage  of  a  gonorrhæa  ;  that  is  to  fay,  during 
the  time  of  the  inflammation  and  the  pain  at¬ 
tending  it.  If  it  therefore  happens,  either  through 
accident  or  by  its  own  obftinacy,  that  the  gonor¬ 
rhæa  continues  to  the  term  of  two  months,  it 
changes  as  it  were  its  very  nature,  and  all  the  for¬ 
mer  means  become  ufelefs.  Aftringents  are  then 
multiplied  in  all  their  forms;  boluflès,  décodions, 
injedions  are  all  heaped  upon  the  patient.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  fallacious  medicines,  the 
greater  part  of  gonorrhæas  retain  almoft  their 
whole  vigour  for  the  fpace  of  feveral  years. 
Yet  we  cannot  but  acknowledge,  that  the  go¬ 
norrhæa  will  fometimes  yield  to  this  dangerous 
method.  The  running  is  fupprefled,  without 
being  dried  up  ;  the  matter  is  thrown  back, 
choaks  up  the  proftate  glands  and  the  tefticles, 
infeds  the  mafs  of  humours  ;  the  ulcers  in  the 
urethra  acquire  fuch  a  malignity  as  renders  them 
intradable,  their  extremities  fwell,and  form  thofe 
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carnofities  which  they  had  long  falfely  thought 
real  flelhy  excrefcences,  fixed  in  the  paffage  of  the 
urethra.  A  gonorrhæa  of  this  kind  is  fcarcely 
ever  perfectly  cured  :  they  may  lefien  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  running  ;  but  befides  the  ulcers  not 
being  healed,  there  ftill  continues  an  oozing  of 
matter,  white,  brown,  yellow,  &c.  efpecially  in 
the  morning.  Thefe  relicks  are  often  miftaken 
by  perfons  difeafed  ;  they  fuffer  themfelves  ea- 
fily  to  be  perfuaded,  that  thefe  little  runnings 
proceed  from  a  relaxation  of  the  parts.  But, 
lays  Sydenham,  thefe  unfortunate  perfons  prove, 
to  their  own  great  regret,  that  thefe  are  too 
certain  marks  of  the  exiftence  of  the  virus,  which, 
though  in  a  manner  ftifled,  is  ready  to  raife  frefh 
ravages  on  the  firft  occafion,  whether  furnilhect 
by  intemperance,  immoderate  exercife,  or  any 
other  the  like  caufe. 

Mineral  aftringent  waters  are  again  the  re- 
fources,  after  this  method  :  they  commonly  ufe 
them  about  the  end  of  the  treatment  of  obftinate 
gonorrhæas,  to  remove  the  remainder  of  the 
running,  which  they  deem  benign.  This  me¬ 
thod  is  neither  fure  nor  free  from  danger  :  if  the 
virus  is  entirely  deftroyed,  it  cannot  but  be 
ineffectual  ;  if  there  remains  the  leaft  degree  of 
the  venereal  taint,  the  mineral  waters  fix  the 
lame,  and  give  birth  to  hardnefs  of  the  tefticles, 
carnofities  of  the  urethra,  retention  of  urine,  &c„ 

Thefe  two  laft  complaints,  very  common  at 
prefent,  are  the  laft  ftage  of  gonorrhæas  which  re¬ 
lift  the  ordinary  method  of  practice,  and  the  un¬ 
happy  patients  are  the  more  to  be  pitied,  as  thole 
fymptoms  are  more  obftinate  and  difficult  to 
cure, 
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The  moft  effe&ual  remedy  hitherto  known 
ggainft  thefe  carnofities,  is  beyond  contradiction 
that  of  bougies  ;  but  this  is  not  always  pratica¬ 
ble,  is  often  ineffectual,  and  very  often  dangerous. 
Few  patients  can  bear  the  application  of  bougies; 
the  urethra,  too  fufceptible  of  feeling,  and  irrU 
tated  by  their  preffure,  gives  the  patient  fuch 
pain  as  obliges  him  to  difcontinue  the  ufe  of 
them  :  but  if  he  is  refolutely  bent  to  continue 
them,  he  will  find,  to  his  great  furprize,  an  in¬ 
flammation  in  the  urethra  and  the  body  of  the 
yard,  and  purulent  matter  falling  into  the  fcro- 
tum,  which  was  intended  to  be  extracted,  an  in¬ 
flammation  on  the  perinæum,  ftoppage  of  wa¬ 
ter,  which  they  defigned  to  prevent,  &c.  But 
even  when  thefe  fymptoms  are  avoided,  can  a  ra¬ 
dical  cure  be  hoped  for  from  fuch  a  method  of 
treatment  ?  No,  furely  :  there  are  in  the  urethra 
pbftinate  venereal  ulcers,  the  edges  or  extremities 
of  which,  more  or  lefs  raifed  and  hardened,  form 
thofe  carnofities  which  the  practitioner  feeks  to 
deftroy.  Thefe  ulcers  retain  their  obftinate  de¬ 
gree  of  virus,  which  muft  therefore  be  eradicated: 
there  lies  the  difficulty.  Can  fuch  effects  be  rea- 
fonably  expeCted  from  bougies  ?  Experience  has 
decided  the  queftion  ;  and  numberlefs  unfortu¬ 
nate  perfons  pafs  their  lives  in  a  twofold  ftate  of 
mifery,  between  the  dreadful  pains  which  attend 
a  ftoppage  of  urine,  and  the  horrors  of  death  im¬ 
pending  over  them  every  moment  :  infiances  fuf- 
ficient  to  invalidate  all  that  can  be  faid  in  favour 
of  bougies. 

Monfieur  de  Velnos’  method  admits  none  of 
of  this  variety  of  remedies  ;  it  is  ever  Ample,  ever 

uni- 
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uniform  ;  the  different  courfes  are  only  varied  in 
point  of  duration,  and  the  remedy  only  by  its  hi- 
tevjity ,  which  is  proportioned  to  the  patient’s  de¬ 
gree  of  infection .  A  courfe  of  fifteen  days  will  be 
fufficient  in  a  recent  gonorrhæa  ;  one  of  longer 
ftanding  requires  a  courfe  of  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  days.  When  the  proftate  glands  are  hard 
and  almoft  fchirrous,  which  is  not  uncommon, 
the  courfe  is  continued  a  longer  time.  In  fhort, 
when  the  gonorrhæa  is  complicated  with  carno- 
fities  in  the  urethra,  the  courfe  is  fometimes  pro¬ 
tracted  to  the  fixth  week. 

It  will  be  difficult  enough  to  reconcile  the  pofi 
Ability  of  curing  carnofities  in  the  urethra  by  an 
internal  remedy  without  topical  applications, 
with  the  idea  of  a  piece  of  fleffi,  well  organized, 
fixed  in  a  certain  part  of  this  paffage  ;  but  this 
notion  is  falfe.  Thefe  pretended  carnofities  are 
the  edges  of  certain  obftinate  ulcers,  which  raff¬ 
ing  themfelves  above  the  furface  of  the  the  ure¬ 
thra  contract  the  paffage  in  the  place  where  they 
are  feated.  This  is  the  opinion  which  ffiould  be 
entertained  of  carnofities,  or  callofities,  impro¬ 
per  terms,  introduced  by  error,  and  fupported  by 
prejudice. 

By  fuppofing,  as  is  really  the  cafe,  that  the 
ftoppage  of  the  urethra  proceeds  from  the  levell¬ 
ing  of  the  flefh,  and  that  the  retention  of  the 
urine  is  occafioned  by  this  ftoppage,  it  is  ealy  to 
prove  that  an  internal  medicine  can  cure  thefe  two 
diforders.  The  operation  of  an  internal  reme¬ 
dy  can  effect  a  cleanfing  of  an  ulcer,  and  nature 
itfelf  is  fufficient  to  heal  it  ;  the  very  cleanfing 
fuppofes  flefh  eafily  to  he  healed  ;  fuch  flefh  will 

not 
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not  rife  in  the  part  where  the  wound  is  feat- 
ed  ;  cicatrization  fattens  the  flefh  in  the  fame 
ftate  as  it  found  it,  and  when  this  is  over,  there 
are  no  more  edges  raifed,  no  more  obftrudlion, 
and  finally,  no  more  ftoppage  of  the  urine. 

It  mutt  afford  fome  fatisfaftion,  I  prefume,  to 
fee  the  principal  benefits  and  advantages  of  the 
antivenereal  fyrup  brought  into  one  point  of 
view, 

Firft,  It  requires  no  other  preparation  than  a 
purge. 

Second,  It  is  little  expenfive,  on  account  of 
the  plainnefs  of  the  regimen,  and  the  fhort  time 
of  the  courfe. 

Third,  It  obliges  not  the  patient  to  keep  his 
room,  but  in  cafes  of  the  laft  extremity. 

Fourth,  It  is  convenient  to  take,  and  agree¬ 
able  to  the  palate,  and  its  effefts  may  eafily  be 
concealed  from  the  infpeftion  of  the  moil  cu¬ 
rious. 

Fifth,  It  operates  in  the  moft  natural  channels. 

Sixth,  It  produces  no  diforder  in  the  animal 
(economy,  nor  leaves  behind  it  any  injurious 
confequences  :  on  the  contrary,  it  may  be  affirm¬ 
ed  on  obfervation,  that  it  ftrengthens  the  fto- 
mach,  and  is  Angularly  falutary  to  the  lungs. 

Seventh,  The  moft  inveterate  complications 
reftrain  not  its  efficacy  ;  it  infallibly  eradicates 
the  venereal  virus,  and  often  cures  diforders  that 
accompany  it,  fuch  as  the  fcurvy,  gout,  rheu- 
matifm,  &c. 

Eighth,  It  cures  {hankers,  fwellings  in  the 
groin,  phimofis,  and  periphimofis,  and  in  gene¬ 
ral  without  any  topical  application  ;  buboes  ne¬ 
ver  fuppurate,  when  taken  in  time. 

Ninth, 
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Ninth,  It  always  cures  fimple  venereal  cafes, 
of  however  long  ftanding  they  may  be  ;  com¬ 
mon  gonorrhæas  feldom  remain  to  the  end  of 
the  treatment  of  a  confirmed  pox  ;  the  whites  in 
women  have  likewife  been  known  to  difappear 
with  the  other  fymptoms* 

Tenth,  It  infallibly  removes  tetters,  and  other 
cutaneous  difiorders  which  indicate  a  venereal 
caufe  ;  and  fometimes  thofe  which  proceed  from 
an  other  principle. 

Eleven,  As  it  operates  more  through  fuchor 
fuch  particular  emunftories,  according  to  the 
different  habits  and  conftitutions  of  perfons,  it  is 
adapted  to  all  conftitutions,  and  efficacious  in  all 
climates. 

Twelve,  The  laft  of  the  courfe,  the  patients 
come  out  of  it  in  a  better  plight  of  body  than 
they  entered  upon  it. 

To  negleft  no  means  that  may  conduce  to  au¬ 
thenticate  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy  now  offered 
to  the  public,  we  have  fubjoined  a  fmall  number 
of  fpecial  obfervations  which  will  exhibit  a  gene¬ 
ral  view  of  venereal  cafes,  and  we  hope  their  au¬ 
thenticity  will  convince  even  the  lefs  credulous 
part  of  the  world. 
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OBSERVATION  I. 

Bubo ,  Shankers ,  œdemitous  Swelling  in  the  Legs , 
Ulcers  between  each  Loe^  and  Excrefcencies  in 
the  Anus . 

A  Patient  aged  one  and  twenty  years,  had  a 
(hanker  upon  the  preputium,a  bubo  on  the 
left  groin,  excrelcences  in  the  anus,  and  very 
painful  ulcers  between  each  of  his  toes  ;  the  pains 
which  he  fuffered  were  fo  violent  and  lading, 
that  he  patted  a  month  without  deep.  He  was 
put  upon  the  ufe  of  the  vegetable  fyrup  the  1 9th 
of  September,  1762;  in  the  fpace  of  two  and 
twenty  days  the  above-mentioned  fymptoms  dif- 
appeared,  without  ufing  any  topical  application 
either  upon  the  fores  or  the  bubo. 

This  patient  was  feen  before,  during,  and  af¬ 
ter  the  cure,  by  Monf.  Paris,  phyfician  of  the 
faculty  in  Paris,  and  Monf.  Moreau  des  Ravieres, 
phyfician  in  ordinary  to  the  king. 

t  •  .  ■ 

OBSERVATION  II. 

Gonorrhoea  of  long  fanding . 

A  patient,  aged  fifty  five  years,  had  fince  his 
thirtieth  year  a  gonorrhæa,  for  which  he  never 
ceafed  ufing  medicines  during  that  long  fpace  of 
time  ;  the  gonorrhæa  refitted  all  thele  remedies, 
and  even  the  ftrongeft  aftringents.  He  went  un¬ 
der 
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der  a  courfe  of  theffyrup,  in  the  month  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  1 763  ;  the  gonorrhæa  ceafed  in  three  and 
twenty  days.  It  was  judged,  however,  necef- 
fary  to  continue  the  courfe  to  the  forty -fécond, 
to  effect  a  folid  cure  of  the  old  ulcers  by  which 
it  was  occafioned. 

This  perfon  was  vifited,  when  under  cure,  by 
Monf.  Faure  de  Beaufont,  phyfician  in  ordinary 
to  the  king. 

OBSERVATION  III. 

A  Woman  pregnant ,  and  InfeBed  with  the 

Venereal  Difeafe . 

In  the  month  of  January,  1764,  a  lady  preg¬ 
nant,  anxious  for  the  health  of  the  infant  which 
ihe  carried,  confulted  M.  de  Velnos  ;  he  judged 
the  adminiftration  of  his  remedy  neceffary  ;  nor 
did  a  pregnancy  of  eight  months  and  fome  days 
appear  to  him  a  fufficient  reafon  for  not  ap¬ 
plying  it. 

The  remedy  was  adminiftered  to  the  patient 
with  all  poffible  fuccefs,  and  (he  was  happily 
brought  to  bed  the  twentieth  day  of  the  courfe. 
The  child  did  not  retain  the  leaft  fymptom  of 
the  mother’s  difeafe,  which  was  of  too  long 
Handing  to  fuppofe  that  it  would  not  have  been 
infefted.  He  appeared  extremely  found  at  his 
birth,  and  is  in  good  health  to  this  day. 

This  lady  was  attended  by  M.  Petit  fenior, 
firft  phyfician  to  the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  M.  Pe¬ 
tit  junior,  phyfician  in  ordinary  to  the  fame 
prince  ;  both  commiffioners  appointed  by  the 
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commiffion  royal  of  phyfici^ns  to  obferve  the 
effects  of  the  new  rernedy. 


OBSERVATION  IV. 


Shanker  in  the  *T liroat ,  Gonorrhoea,  noBurnal 

Pains . 


A  foldier  in  the  regiment  ofSwifs  guards,  about 
thirty  years  of  age,  applied  to  M.  de  Velnos  in 
the  month  of  March,  1762.  He  had,  firft,  a 
deep  fhanker  in  the  back  part  of  the  mouth,  about 
an  inch  in  diameter  ;  fécond,  a  gonorrhæa  ; 
third,  nofturnal  pains,  fo  fharp  as  never  to  fuffer 
him  to  fleep  comfortably,  and  to  admit  but  of 
very  fhort  intervals  of  reft  at  all.  He  under¬ 
went  three  formal  courfes  ;  one  in  his  regiment, 
one  at  Aix  in  Provence,  and  a  third  in  Paris  ; 
but  neither  of  thefe  alleviated  the  fymptoms,  on 
the  contrary,  the  ulcer  in  the  throat  daily  in* 
creafed  in  point  of  malignity.  He  took  M.  de 
Velnos’  fyrup  for  fourteen  days  ;  the  gonorrhea, 
âfter  having  paffed  through  the  different  appear¬ 
ances  between  the  green  and  the  white,  was  en¬ 
tirely  fuppreffed  the  ninth  day  ;  on  the  eleventh 
an  efchar,  or  hard  cruft,  fell  from  the  ulcer  in  the 
throat  ;  he  dropt  a  fécond  on  the  nineteenth,  a 
third  the  twenty- fix th,  and  the  thirtieth  the 
fore  appeared  benign  and  clofed.  Some  days  be¬ 
fore  this  the  patient  felt  none  of  the  pains  which 
had  hitherto  tormented  him,  and  refted  almoft  as 
well  as  when  in  perfeft  health  ;  the  fortieth  day 
he  refumed  his  cuftomary  manner  of  living,  and 
the  functions  of  his  flation. 
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This  patient  was  feen,  while  under  cure,  by 
M.  Petit  fenior,  M.  Bercher,  phyfician  of  the 
faculty  of  Paris,  and  fenior  phyfician  to  the 
camps  and  armies  of  the  king,  and  by  M.  Petit 
junior. 

OBSERVATION  V. 

Gonorrhœa ,  ObfiruBion  in  the  Urethra ,  Stoppage 

-  of  Urine. 

A  patient,  aged  between  twenty-eight  and 
thirty  years,  had  for  ten  years  a  gonorrhæa, 
with  an  obftruCtion  in  the  urethra.  He  had 
paffed,  in  this  courfe  of  years,  through  the  hands 
of  different  perfons  of  the  faculty,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  feventeen,  and  yet,  far  from  getting  the 
better  of  his  diforder,  he  had  been  latterly  affliCt-  * 
ed  with  additional  fymptoms,  fuch  as  retention 
of  urine,  the  attacks  of  which  became  every  day 
more  frequent.  The  urethra  had  been  much  in¬ 
jured,  as  well  by  the  frequent  introduction  of  the 
probe,  as  likewife  that  of  a  fmall  twig  which  he 
ufed  himfelf  on  a  certain  occafion,  when  he  was 
attacked  by  a  moil  violent  ftoppage  of  urine. 
He  undertook  the  ufe  of  the  fyrup  in  the  month 
of  June  1 764,  and  he  continued  it  turning  fevem* 
teen  days.  About  the  fifth  or  fixth  day  he  began 
to  make  water  freely  ;  this  favourable  fymptom 
became  daily  more  remarkable  ;  at  length  he  was 
perfectly  cured  in  the  fpace  of  fix  weeks.  He  has 
bad  no  attack  fince  that  time,  and  continues  to 
make  water  with  the  utmoft  eale. 
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This  perfon,  who  belongs  to  the  houftiold  of 
his  ferene  highnefs  the  prince  of  Conti,  was  re¬ 
commended  to  the  care  of  M.  de  Velnos  by 
M.  de  Chabrillan,  commander  of  Maltha,  and 
firft  gentleman  to  that  prince.  He  was  feen  by 
M.  de  Querenet,  phyfician  of  the  faculty  of 
Paris. 


OBSERVATION  VI. 

Stench  of  the  Nofe ,  Deafnefs ,  and  occafonal 

Blindnefs. 

A  patient,  about  thirty-fix  years  of  age,  ftrong 
and  well  made,  had  for  eighteen  months  paft, 
firft,  a  continual  rheum,  with  a  heat  in  the  nofe 
and  the  noftrils  ;  fécond,  the  nofe  was  fwelled 
and  diftended  ;  third,  a  purple  fpot  on  the  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  left  eye  ;  fourth,  he  was  almoft  entire¬ 
ly  deaf  at  certain  times,  and  was  always  hard  of 
hearing  ;  fifth,  when  he  had  read  or  wrote  a  few 
minutes  his  fight  failed  him,  and  he  could  no 
longer  diftinguifh  fmall  objefts.  In  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  his  memory  was  fo  impaired  as  to 
fuggeft  to  his  mind  with  great  difficulty  the 
moft  familiar  ideas.  The  patient  attributed  all 
thefe  accidents  to  the  exceffive  colds  he  had  fuf- 
fered  in  Germany,  during  the  late  war  ;  and  did 
not  in  the  leaft  impute  them  to  any  venereal  in- 
feftion.  But  the  inefficacy  of  the  beft  remedies 
adminiftered  by  the  moft  flrilful  hands,  deter¬ 
mined  him  to  apply  to  M.  de  Velnos,  the  18th 
of  March  1 764*  He  underwent  a  courfe  of  the 
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vegetable  fyrup  for  eighteen  days  ;  at  the  end  of 
this  term,  the  rheume  was  almoil  intirely  diffi- 
pated  ;  the  fpot  was  removed  ;  the  nofe  reftored 
to  its  natural  form  ;  he  faw  clearly  after  a  long 
courfe  of  reading  ;  he  heard  as  difiin&ly  as  be¬ 
fore  he  was  affiifted  with  the  diforders,  and  his 
memory  was  in  its  moft  retentive  ftate.  His 
health  is  ftill  continued,  nor  have  any  of  the 
above-mentioned  fymptoms  hitherto  appeared. 

This  cure  is  attefted  by  M.  Bercher,  phyfician 
of  the  faculty  of  Paris,  Faure  de  Beaufont,  phy¬ 
fician  in  ordinary  to  the  king,  M.  Cafin,  furgeon 
of  Paris,  and  other  gentlemen  of  the  faculty* 

OBSERVATION  VII. 

! The  Pox  and  the  Scurvy ,  with  afoul  Bone  on  tht 

Palate . 

In  the  month  of  June,  1763,  a  confultation 
was  called  compofed  of  M.  Aftruc,  Meffrs.  Pe¬ 
tits  fenior  and  junior,  M.  La  Faye,  M.  Mo¬ 
reau,  furgeon  major  of  the  Flotel  Dieu,  &c. 
on  the  cafe  of  a  patient  between  thirty-five  and 
forty  years  of  age.  On  examining,  a  confide- 
rable  ulcer  in  the  throat  appeared,  as  alio  an  ul¬ 
cer  on  the  palate,  with  rottennefs  in  one  of  the  os 
falatu  a  confiderable  fwelling  in  the  maxillary 
and  parotid  glands,  the  gums  black  and  ulcerated, 
flying  pains  in  the  thighs  and  legs,  the  extre- 
meties  themfelves  oedemitous  and  covered  with 
livid  fpots,  caufed  the  confultants  to  decide, 
that  it  was  a  complication  of  the  venereal  and 
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the  fciirvy.  They  confidered  there  was  but  one 
chance  for  this  unfortunate  wretch,  and  with 
much  reluftance  gave  their  opinion  of  the  me¬ 
thod  of  treatment  that  might  fuit  his  cafe.  Meflrs. 
Petits,  to  whom  M.  de  V elnos*  remedy  was  at 
that  time  more  particularly  known  than  to  any 
other  of  the  consultants,  advifed  them  to  commit 
the  patient  to  his  care.  The  vegetable  fyrup 
was  adminiftered  to  him  ;  on  the  fifth  day  he 
began  to  fwallow  folid  food,  which  he  had  not 
done  a  long  time  before  ;  the  eighteenth  day  the 
Swelling  of  the  lower  extremities  were  entirely 
abated,  and  had  relumed  their  natural  colour  ; 
the  twenty- fifth,  the  tumefaction  of  the  glands 
was  entirely  removed  ;  the  twenty-fixth,  one  of 
the  bones  of  the  palate  exfoliated. 

The  ulcers,  as  well  in  the  palate  as  the  throat, 
appeared  healed  about  the  thirtieth  day  of  the 
courfe.  It  is  neceflary  here  to  obferve,  that  the 
Sieur  de  Velnos  ufed  neither  gargles,  nor  any 
other  outward  application.  The  patient  appear¬ 
ed  to  be  perfectly  cured  the  thirty- fifth  day,  and 
returned  to  Provence,  after  M.  de  la  Faye  had 
applied  a  plate  of  filver  to  the  palate,  to  fill  up 
the  fpace  that  was  left  void  by  the  falling  out  of 
the  bone. 

This  patient  was  feen  after  his  cure,  by  Meffrs. 
Petits  and  M.  de  la  Faye.  M.  Petit  fen.  occa- 
fionally  faw  him  a  year  afterwards,  when  he 
found  him  in  perfeft  health. 
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OBSERVATION  VIII. 

'*  /  . 

Gout  and  Rheumatifm ,  fuppofed  to  be  complicated 
with  the  Venereal  Difeafe. 

A  patient,  aged  about  thirty-eight  years,  of  a 
robuft  conflit  11  ti on,  had,  in  the  year  1745,  a  go- 
norrhæa  ;  he  went  through  a  courfe,and  thought 
himfelf  cured.  He  enjoyed  a  good  ftate  of  health 
till  July  1752  ;  the  24th  of  this  month,  he  went 
to  bed  apparently  well,  and  in  the  perfect  ufe  of 
all  his  limbs  ;  but  on  his  awraking  was  deprived 
of  the  ufe  of  them  all.  This  diforder  wras  treat¬ 
ed  as  a  complication  of  the  gout  and  rheum  a - 
tifin  :  his  motion  was  reftored  a  little,  and  the 
patient  can  fed  himfelf  to  be  removed  to  Paris, 
where  he  underwent  the  moft  approved  reme¬ 
dies,  under  the  management  of  the  moft  eminent 
furgeons  in  that  city.  This  courfe  left  things  in 
the  fame  ftate  as  it  found  them.  He  then  tried 
the  Bourbon  waters,  and  returned  from  thence 
with  almoft  the  free  ufe  of  his  limbs.  In  the 
month  of  July  1 758,  he  was  attacked  in  the  lame 
manner  as  before,  and  treated  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  on  the  part  of  the  faculty,  and  with  the  fame 
fuccefs.  The  diforder  returned  with  the  lame 
fymptoms  in  the  month  of  July  1 759  and  1760: 
this  laft  year,  the  Bourbon  waiters  did  not  pro¬ 
duce  fuch  good  effects  as  they  had  done  the  pre¬ 
ceding,  and  the  patient  appeared  there  again  in 
1761  and  1762,  in  the  month  of  March.  The 
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waters  were  not  attended  with  fucïi  happy  effets 
at  this  laft  vifit,  for  during  the  time  of  ufing 
them,  he  found  himfelf  feized  with  fome  fymp- 
toms,  though  they  were  milder  than  they  had 
been  the  preceding  years.  To  complete  his  mif- 
fortune,  he  was  feized  with  a  fever,  which  great¬ 
ly  affefted  his  head,  fo  that  he  was  in  danger  of 
his  life  ;  his  limbs  became  daily  more  ftiff  and 
more  painful,  till  at  length  he  had  no  other  mo¬ 
tion  than  that  of  the  jaw.  In  this  ftate,  he  un¬ 
derwent,  in  the  year  1762,  two  regular  courfes  of 
four  months  each,  one  of  antivenereal  boluffes, 
the  other  of  the  fublimate  corrofive.  So  far  were 
thefe  prefcriptions  from  reftoring  the  ufe  of  his 
limbs,  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  loft  that  of  the 
jaw  during  the  firft  procefs.  In  this  dreadful 
ftate  did  he  continue  till  the  month  of  March 
1764,  when  he  applied  to  M.  de  Velnos.  On 
vifiting  him,  the  following  fymptoms  were  ob- 
ferved  :  firft,  the  head  fixed,  and  covered  with 
yellow  puftules,  large  and  very  loathfome  ;  fé¬ 
cond,  the  vertebrae  of  the  neck  confiderably  fwel- 
led  and  ftiff  ;  third,  the  breaft  fo  locked,  that  he 
fuffered  the  moft  excruciating  pains,  till  a  fit  of 
fneezing,  or  fome  other  caufe,  produced  a  more 
than  ordinary  expectoration.  The  right  arm 
was  bent  and  incapable  of  motion,  and  the  fhoul- 
der  confiderably  fwelled  ;  the  left  was  almoft  in 
as  bad  a  ftate.  His  legs  were  likewife  incapable 
of  motion,  and  covered  with  puftules  like  thofe 
on  the  head.  The  nails,  both  of  the  feet  and 
hands  were  co  vered  with  a  kind  of  plaiftered  mat¬ 
ter,  fuch  as  is  found  on  moft  gouty  people. 
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He  took  M.  de  Velnos’  remedy  during  twenty- 
one  days,  at  different  courfes  in  the  fpace  of  three 
months  :  the  puftules  both  of  the  head  and  legs 
were  in  that  time  deftroyed  ;  the  {welling  of  the 
legs  abated  ;  the  perfpiration  became  free  ;  and 
the  ufe  of  his  limbs  was  fo  far  reftored,  that  he 
could  get  out  of  bed,  walk  about  his  room  with¬ 
out  a  flick,  write,  raife  himfelf  up  in  his  chair, 
afcend  and  defcend  a  flight  of  flairs,  by  the  affi- 
ftance  of  a  crutch.  In  the  year  1765,  the  pa¬ 
tient  having  continued  the  aforelaid  remedy,  be¬ 
gan  to  walk  the  ftreets  with  the  help  of  a  cane, 
and  to  make  conflderable  exeurfions.  The  ufe 
of  his  limbs  became  more  free  every  day,  and  a 
perfefl:  reftoration  was  now  expefted  upon  good 
grounds.  It  is  neceflary  here  to  obferve,  that 
during  the  time  of  the  courfes,  as  well  as  the  in¬ 
termediate  fpace,  he  continued  to  void,  through 
the  urinary  paflage,  a  kind  of  flimy  matter,  which 
being  colledted  and  weighed,  amounted  to  about 
half  a  dram  a  day. 

This  patient  was  vifited,  while  under  cure,  by 
Meflrs.  Petits,  fen.  andjun.  Faure  de  Beaufont, 
phyfician,  and  Bourgeois,  furgeon,  of  Paris, 

OBSERVATION  IX, 

A  Venereal  Ulcer  in  the  Nofe ,  Exoflofes ,  Gouty 

Convuljions . 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 763,  M.  de  Vel¬ 
nos  was  applied  to  by  a  lady  infected  for  thirteen 
years  with  the  moft  dreadful  fymptoms  of  the 
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venereal  difeafe  :  a  white  fwelling  real  or  appa¬ 
rent  in  the  articulation  of  the  right  arm  ;  exofto- 
fes  in  the  lower  extremeties  of  the  tibia,  and  of 
the  fibula,  on  both  fides,  in  the  middle  of  the 
coronal  bone,  and  the  inferior  part  of  the  os  hu¬ 
meri,  on  the  right  fide,  and  on  the  fuperior  part 
of  the  cubitus  on  the  fame  fide  ;  the  magnitude 
of  thefe  two  bones  about  the  articulation  was 
double  the  bignefs  in  its  natural  ftate  ;  the  fore 
arm  immoveable  and  contracted,  as  alfo  the  biceps 
tendon.  This  articulation  was  fixed  and  as  im¬ 
moveable  as  if  it  had  been  anchilofated  ;  an  ulcer 
which  had  eat  through  the  nofe,  with  an  entire 
lofs  of  one  of  its  inferior  alœ  ;  an  acute  pain  in 
the  region  of  the  liver  ;  continual  convulfions, 
&c. 

Symptoms  fo  violent  in  their  degree,  that  one 
of  the  moft  eminent  phyficians  of  this  metropolis, 
who  during  a  long  courfe  of  praftice  has  acquired, 
and  very  juftly,  the  higheft  reputation,  found 
himfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  adminiftering  to  her 
to  the  amount  of  an  hundred  and  feventy-twp 
drops  of  liquid  laudanum  ;  nor  could  even  this 
appeafe  her  pains.  This  ftrange  complication  of 
fo  many  diford^rs  frightened  the  phyficians  fo 
much  the  more.,  as  they  knew  the  unfortunate 
coniequences  of  fix  different  courfes,  under  the 
jnfpeCtion  and  direction  of  lo  many  phyficians 
and  furgeons  of  Paris.  They  had  been  all  fo 
unfortunate  as  to  fee  the  patient  grow  worfe  un¬ 
der  their  hands. 

M.  de  Veînos,  confiding  in  the  benign  qua¬ 
lity  of  his  remedy,  ventured  to  try  it,  as  encou¬ 
raged  by  M.  Petit,  firfi  phyfician  to  his  ferene 
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highnefs  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who  kindly  affix¬ 
ed,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  treatment* 
On  the  fifth  or  fixth  day  the  patient  found 
fome  relief;  the  ninth,  the  ulcer  in  the  nofe  was 
cleanfed,  and  ceafed  to  fuppurate  ;  the  eighteenth, 
the  convulfive  fits  confide rably  abated,  and  the 
pain  on  the  right  fide  almoft  entirely  fublided. 
The  courfe  was  continued  about  two  months,  at 
the  end  of  which  no  exoftofes  appeared  ;  the  pa* 
tient  walked  with  eafe;  had  no  more  convulfive 
fits  ;  the  ulcer  in  her  nofe  was  perfectly  healed  ; 
fhe  was  reftored  to  her  ordinary  plight  of  body  ; 
the  menfes,  fupprefled  for  a  long  time,  were  now 
become  regular  ;  in  fhort,  fhe  enjoyed  a  perfed: 
Rate  of  health.  She  has  been  fince  again  mar¬ 
ried,  and  has  never  perceived  the  leaft  fymptom 
of  her  old  diforder. 

This  lady  was  attended  a  confiderable  time  by 
M.  Aftruc,  phyfician  and  profefior  of  the  faculty 
of  Paris,  and  vifited  by  M.  Bercher,  phyfician  of 
the  faculty  of  Paris,  Meflri.  Petits  jun.  and  fen. 
phyficians  to  his  ferene  highnefs  the  duke  of  Or¬ 
leans,  and  Faure  de  Beaufont,  phyfician  in  ordi¬ 
nary  to  the  king. 

OBSERVATION  X. 

Pox,  with  a  confiderable  Ulcer  in  the  Groiny 

Slianker ,  HeElic  Fever ,  §!?<:* 

*  * 

In  1763,  a  native  of  America,  about  36  years 
-of  age,  had  three  claps  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months. 
In  the  month  of  Auguft,  the  fame  year,  he  had 
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a  bubo.  Five  days  after  the  appearance  of  this 
fymptom  he  applied  himielftoa  perfon  of  the  fa¬ 
culty,  whofe  method  was  not  attended  with  fuc- 
cefs.  A  t  hird  courfe  had  no  more  effeft  than  the 
two  former;  at  length, after  feven  months  trial  oi 
the  belt  mercurial  preparations,  and  numberleis 
confultations5he  committed  himfelf  to  the  care  of 
M.  de  Velnos.  This  was  the  ftate  of  his  cafe  in 
the  month  of  February,  1764:  Firft,  There  was, 
in  the  right  groin,  an  ulcer  of  about  the  length 
of  five  inches,  and  two  inches  in  diameter,  running 
from  the  os  pubis  to  the  os  ilium  ;  this  ulcer  was 
livid  and  loathfome,  and  filled  with  a  corrofive 
matter  ;  its  edges  were  fwelled  and  covered  with 
fmall  (hankers  ;  the  mufcles  that  were  attached 
were  divided  in  part,  as  much  by  the  matter  as 
by  the  fharpnefs  of  the  infiniment  ufed.  This 
great  wafte  of  the  animal  fubftance  had  occa- 
fioned  many  hemorrhages,  which  often  endan¬ 
gered  the  life  of  the  patient.  Second,  At  the  be- 
pinninp'  of  the  ulcer  was  fixed  a  finus  of  two  fin- 

O  fO  # 

gers  in  diameter,  and  two  inches  in  length, 
which  pierced  the  thigh  perpendicularly,  and  was 
buried  in  the  flefh.  Third,  A  groove,  half  a 
fpandeep  and  two  inches  long,  divided  the  tegu¬ 
ments,  running  from  the  beginning  of  the  finus 
to  the  middle  of  the  perinæum,  in  a  parallel  to 
the  Raphé.  Fourth,  A  deep  (hanker  had  eat 
one  third  of  the  glands.  Fifth,  The  belly  was 
fwelled,  and  the  pubis  was  full  of  finuous  ul¬ 
cers,  out  of  which  there  came,  through  pref- 
fure  a  confiderable  quantity  of  frothy  mat¬ 
ter,  and  frequently  blood.  Sixth,  The  os  ili¬ 
um  had  increafed,  in  the  upper  part,  at  leaft  to 
the  thicknefs  of  three  inches  ;  I  fay  at  leaft, 
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becaufe  that  thicknefs  was  perceived  by  feeling, 
though  the  inward  edge  of  this  bone  could  not  be 
touched.  Seventh,  The  patient  was  of  a  very 
lean  habit,  and  had  for  four  months  an  heâic  fe¬ 
ver.  This  cure  was  longer  effecting  than  the  for¬ 
mer*  The  patient  took,  during  four  and  twenty 
days,  a  dofe  of  the  fyrup,  as  was  proportioned 
to  his  cafe.— All  the  ulcers,  except  the  finus’s, 
were  healed  in  the  fpace  of  two  months  ;  the 
finus  itfelf  was  perfedly  healed,  though  feme 
time  after  the  other  parts.  None  of  the  patient’s 
complaints  now  remained,  but  a  flight  contrac¬ 
tion  of  the  thigh,  that  was  occafioned  by  the  ci¬ 
catrices  of  the  mufcles,  which  would  not  admit 
of  its  being  entirely  extended  ;  in  all  other  re- 
fpe£ls  he  was  infinitely  better  in  health.  It  is 
neceffary  to  obferve,  that  this  frightful  (hanker 
was  cured  without  any  external  application. 

This  patient  confulted,  among  others,  Mefifs* 
Petits  fen.  and  jun.  Anthony  Petit,  phyfician  of 
the  faculty  of  Paris,  Faure  de  Beaufont,  phyfi¬ 
cian  to  the  king,  Caumont,  phyfician  to  the 
company  of  Swifs  guards,  Moreau,  furgeon- 
major  of  the  hotel  Dieu  of  Paris,  Bourgeois,  fur- 
geon  of  Paris. 

OBSERVATION  XI. 

Universal  Rheumatifni ,  and  a  Gleet  for  two  juc - 
cejjive  Tears ,  with  two  Shankers . 

-  *  .  -  '  •  ‘  * 

This  is  to  certify,  that  having  been  under  the 
care  of  M.  de  Velnos,  in  the  month  of  Novem¬ 
ber 
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ber  1766,  and  at  that  time  being  attacked  with 
rheumatic  pains  in  all  my  limbs,  two  fhankers, 
and  a  dreadful  gleet,  which  continued  two  years, 
notwithftanding  divers  mercurial  preparations 
taken  at  different  times  ;  all  thefe  fymptoms  dif- 
appeared  the  eighteenth  day  of  the  courfe,  the 
pains  entirely  ceafed.  and  I  recovered  my  priftine 
health  and  vigour.  In  confirmation  of  which,  I 
fet  my  hand  and  feal. 

Signed  Bruyere, 

Paris,  Dec.  26th,  Ancien  guard  du  corps 
1766.  du  roy. 

OBSERVATION  XII. 

An  inveterate  Scurvy  from  the  Age  of  twelve 

* Tears . 

Thefe  are  to  certify,  that  I  put  myfelf  under 
the  direction  of  M.  de  Velnos,  having  had  cuta¬ 
neous  eruptions  from  the  age  of  twelve  years,  ac¬ 
companied  with  an  inveterate  fcurvy,  for  which 
I  ufed  divers  remedies  at  various  times,  for  many 
years,  without  the  leaft  benefit.  A  fhort  courfe 
of  the  vegetable  fyrup  perfeftly  cured  me,  and  I 
now  enjoy  the  molt  confirmed  ftate  of  health. 
In  teftimony  of  which,  I  have  delivered  to  M.  de 
Velnos  this  certificate,  in  order  that  he  may  uie 
the  fame  according  to  his  pleafure. 

Paris ,  Nov .  1  ith,  Signed  Chevalier  Mack  ay, 
1767.  Ancien  capitain  au  regi¬ 

ment  Dauphin  cavalerie. 
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OBSERVATION  XIII. 

Confirmed  Pox ,  with  Paljy  in  the  left  Arm, 
Letter  to  M.  de  Velnos  at  Paris. 

I  am  in  duty  bound,  fir,  to  do  juftice  to  the 
«fficacy  of  your  fyrup  ;  and  as  you  require  of  me 
a  certificate  of  the  effefts  it  has  produced  on  me, 
I  prefume  the  following  will  fuffice,  fince  I  can 
aver,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  world,  that  it 
contains  a  moft  allured  and  indubitable  faft. 

I  think  it  needlefs  to  particularize  the  circum- 
fiances  of  my  diforder,  which  are  ready  to  be  at- 
tefted  from  the  hands  of  M.  Bertrand,  my  fur- 
geon,  and  M.  Garat,  of  the  king’s  body  guard,  re¬ 
sident  at  my  houfe  ;  and  I  lhall  therefore  pafs  to 
obferve,  that,  according  to  the  belt  of  my  re¬ 
membrance,  about  a  year  ago,  1  applied  to  you, 
in  order  to  advife  whether  i  had  ftrength  enough 
left  to  try  the  fuccefs  of  your  remedy.  I  was,  at 
that  time,  given  over  by  my  phyiician  and  Sur¬ 
geon,  who  had  pronounced  my  cafe  paft  relief. 
It  is  certain,  that  my  left  arm  had  been  dead  a 
çonfiderable  time,  and  thofe  gentlemen  afliired 
my  family,  that  though  1  got  the  better  of  my 
diforder,  I  fhould  never  recover  the  ufe  of  my 
arm.  M.  Garat  advifed  me  to  take  your  fyrup, 
he  has  given  you  an  account  of  its  fuccefs  in  his 
letters,  which  I  prefume  you  have  by  you. 
Three  days  ufe  of  your  ineftimable  remedy  af¬ 
forded  me  fome  relief  ;  at  the  end  of  eight  days, 

I  be- 
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I  began  to  feel  the  life  of  my  fingers  ;  I  cut  the 
nails  of  the  hand  affected,  and  as  the  flefh  was 
drawn  back  they  appeared  equal  and  pointed  :  I 
was  aftonijfhed  to  find  them,  in  cutting,  fall  in 
fcales  and  dirt.  At  the  end  of  twenty-five  days 
I  was  as  well  as  I  could  poffibly  defire  ;  my  re¬ 
covery  was  very  rapid,  and  from  that  time  I 
have  profecuted  my  ordinary  bufinefs  with  the 
perfeft  ufe  of  my  arm.  I  cannot  too  much  ex¬ 
tol  the  efficacy  of  your  fyrup,  fince  to  it  (under 
Providence)  I  owe  my  life,  as  I  am  ready  to  at- 
left  before  as  many  as  you  may  require.  I 
could  mention  two  hundred  witneffes  of  the 
truth  of  what  Ï  advance,  and  only  wait  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  convincing  you  with  what  diftin- 
guifhed  efteem  I  have  the  honour  to  be 

your  very  humble 
and  obedient  fervant, 
Signed  Dufour. 

! Troyes ,  Nov.  28th,  >  '  '  I 

1767.  Counterfigned  Bertrand, 

furgeon. 

I 

1  do  hereby  certify,  to  all  whom  it  may  con¬ 
cern,  that  the  fignatures  Dufour  and  Bertrand, 
are  the  real  fignatures  of  the  faid  Dufour  and  Ber¬ 
trand,  and  that  they  were  executed  in  my  pre¬ 
fence,  and  therefore  that  they  may  be  universally 
produced  as  valid  and  authentic.  I 

Troyes  Nov ,  28th,  Signed 

1767.  Mahon  Descourlys| 

Procureur  du  roy. 


OBSERVATION  XIV. 

Shankers  on  the  longue,  Excrefcences  in  the  Anus , 

Pains  in  the  Limbs . 

1  hereby  declare,  that  I  put  myfelf  under  the 
care  of  M*  de  Velnos,  having  nofturnal  pains  in 
all  my  limbs,  excrefcences  in  the  anus,  and  fhan- 
kers  on  the  tongue.  After  eonfulting  my  phy- 
lician  I  ufed  M.  de  Velnos’ fyrup,  which  1  took 
twelve  days  without  intermiffion.  In  a  Ihort 
time  I  felt  no  more  pain  ;  the  fhankers  on  my 
tongue  difappeared,  and  I  found  myfelf  in  perfeft 
health.  In  teftimony  of  which  I  have  given  him 
this  certificate,  that  he  may  avail  himfelf  of  the 
fame  as  he  thinks  expedient. 

Paris ,  Dec.  7th,  Signed  De  Chambertin, 
1767.  Guarde  du  roy,  compag¬ 

ne  de  Noailles. 


OBSERVATION  XV. 

A  Gonorrhoea  of  twenty  Tears fanding ,  RJieuma- 
tifm  of  eighteen  in  the  right  Arm ,  at  different 
Seafons  of  the  Tear ,  Warts  upon  the  Gland , 
and  feveral  Excrefce?ices  in  the  Anus. 

Thefe  are  to  certify,  that  I  applied  to  M.  de 
Velnos  in  the  month  of  July  this  year,  to  under¬ 
take  my  cure  in  the  above-mentioned  diforders, 

I  from 
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from  all  which  I  was  freed  by  a  courfe  of  twen- 
ty-eight  days.  I  alfo  certify,  that  during  the 
time  of  my  being  with  M.  de  Velnos,  I  faw  fe- 
veral  of  my  comrades  labouring  under  the  fame 
4iforder,  radically  cured,  though  together  with 
me  given  up  by  the  greater  part  of  the  faculty. 
In  confirmation  of  which,  I  deliver  this  certifi¬ 
cate  as  a  true  and  real  tefiimony  of  the  fa£ts  there¬ 
in  fpecified. 

Signed  Le  Chevalier  de  Cod  ah, 
Guard  de  corps  du  roy,  com¬ 
pagnie  de  Beauveau. 


FINI  S* 
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